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F Gadtold him, that there were ſeven 
 phooſant. in Iſrael; who had not bowed their 
knees to Baal : why. then" ſhuuld- any pri- 
' pate Chriſtian + determine 5 magiſfterially., 
Iurery wherein” the greateſt" of Prophets er< 


_—_ reed wherewith the Temple was to be 
aeaſared, Rev; 11. 2.' was only entriſt- 
* ed. $0an Angel; and yet he had not in com- 

to meaſure. the Coutt that was 
withoury becauſe ic was given ro the Gen= | 
tiles.” Ad albeit, Rev.i7. the number of 
| thr feb whovoers ſaved is determined ; yet, 
wo Gentiles is left indefinit, and 
| ſad rovinamter i | 

Thire.'is wothing more ordinary, then for 
” wich 'Nathn (eta Church within 

* thenwſtlver. And in ation ap ain, one 
rus - have Fs the £60k 

Z« $: 7 p Temple ; alltit ' our 
ound i h Gat aſſures us, thit mach 
ball come from all cirnevs of the world, and + 
Fe down with Abratam,Tſaac & Jacob: And 
Joby in SixRevelacion: tells ws, that niwls 
jrrondeg ofa, "N ations, Kindreds and Ras 
" Wilics , werefeen fell/Wing the Lam 
| ehis ſonte bleck do theſe ' "nnfenngy Fo 
who paz "the bolt © of thnir -nncharitableneſs 

& «pon 


vites, rr yet 
giſtraters. 


1; 0 
on : For pon hell tha ho 


more thew my ſelf ; "and rn 4 
who love not to 20:9 the © L "© 
will like ayes be ſure, to KH | 

harkis Out, I [ay it totake = 
which Buth "Pain was wy # UE | 


thiſt of mYown 1s cat the Chute | 
incl te Mo $6 1 1 leis I v Fe ſhe” 
is likeSaye? thei fe,'i in'e. . 
lar way; #hd filice Hebe1s Heat 
enow#ly ty alin ug all257 ſhe 
deny Fo alys]Þ the fr "Tre Fen to an” 

Pew; oe to [te my. Mot 
eat FRebecta, by carving” 
\ \ A4q L 


\ 4 


F; 


he ies dr 


that the $ wit 

s _ ient for lead- 
FE 7: the may le pri ſhould 
FE Wee, nf compel them, as if either 
help, ir ' we reſolved to ſhare 

; wr glory of their converſion. Thus 

Gy oh ws ell infinitly better then any 
nther) leaves us, upon our 

freedoms in aur choice, albeit 
Te compell one another, deny- 


3 oh #0 0 harps that freedom 


L the Creation. . 1 niſh we 
each man cats, drinks, 


cares _—_ cr hr and perfor mes all comp- 


man dutics, rational enongh without any com- 
pul/ion ; and yet, in the 1affairs of: Religion, 
whveks dimbile( rays by « far more 
infallible a ſi ance, there ave many ſlips 
ccmmitted., daily and groſſly, not with} an- 
Sa, 4 all the Pains ihe, and force w/ed 
| by one mantowards ant ik fairs 
with us as with Patients, whons when - the 
| * Phyſtian flints (a. 49arer txt, Sq; oy 
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**& to the Þ! BETS: 
* oath even that ford: 5 which their - woirels" © 
», awed appets would . never have rejelted, 7 
Anil this makes me apt to believe, that if 
Lass and Lan-givers did not make Here" 
ticks vain, by taking too munch mtice" of 
their extravagancies ,, the world fhowld- 
#0 more troubled with theſe, them they are 
with the Chimera; of "Alchymiſts awd Phi- 
lofophers. And it fairs with thews as 
with Tops, which, how long they are ſcour- 
$6, keep fort and run pleaſantly , ut fall 
ow ſoon they are negleFed and left to thems- 

ſelves, : ] A 
In order to\which, it was wittily obſer- 
ved by ow great King James the Stzth, 
that the. Puritans of hls age fkrove with 
bins, and yet ceded at firſt, in 4 difference 
between them and the Shoe-makers of Edin- 
burgh :. For, not, only- pleaſes it their bu- 
monr to contend 'where - they gain honour 
and can loſe nont, but likemayes, by conte= 
ffing with Monarchs , they magnifie to the 
people their pions courage,” aſſuring the 
world, that ſuch atiemptsrequire 4 patti- 
cular afſifeance. from Heaven; and nhen 
their © jang ing hath extorted ſons: conteſ 
Fons a 4 M-giffrate, ('as ordine- 
rib it doth } then they preſs that ſucceſas 
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"he Stoicks Addreſs 
49-148 infdllible mark of the. Jure-divi-" 
noſhbip- of their quarrel, Albeit , 1 con- * 
feſs,} that when els not only yecede from 
Canoniz,:d - Creed: of the Church, but 
likewages incroach uponthe Laws of the State, 
then, a5 of alF others, they are - moſt dan- 
gerons 3 $0, of. all others, they (how!d be moſt 
ſeverely puniſhed. - 
Opinion, kept" within uf wap" bounds, 
is v4 pure att of the minde1 and "0 it 
word -appear , that to"pmniſh the body for 
that.pbich is - a guilt of the"ſoul, is as 
unjuſt as to foup® one relation for ano- 
ther: And this blood-thirfty: tal, which 


biath. reigned in our" age, ſoopeſe our moſt 


aarycifall God jo be of the ſame” temper 
with the(e pagan Deities , who deſired to 
have th:ir A'tars* yored with blood ; and 
being devils themſelves , delighted in the 
deſtruitionof mn : whereas the Almighty, 
wha: delights not in the death bf # ſinner, 
bat rather that the" ſHould repent and live, 
hath left no warrant #pon holy Reoord, for 
perfeeuting ſuch as "diſſent from ws ; " but 
even then when He: commands" that th: 
; Prophets ," who Ferpt. other to #olatry, 
ſronld be \flain-; yet ſptaks He pothing of 

puniſhing theſe whowere ſeduced*by them. 
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ek other; for 
admire why they ſhould be , fy 
prrſcemted: themſelves ?*S0 that ( vittory 

uz wpon event ) ' we” legi the 
peſcontions y to be uſed by others”, 
orange the perſecutions wſed by eu? 
ſelves, "againſ®" there, Onur Saviour for 
bids te Ty the tares;leff fordorye 
pilled mp with it; and bow tan t : 

whe Gena that the Stints are LS 

d with the Sinners ? | 

» ir renpahhable, that owr $ aviour Gifs. 
[h.. 2 alows Perer, even when he was fep> 
ving Him# it fron in Hit greateff ſtraits, 
Ta 4ainf t Þirfice of ef _ _ mo 

Jews - 

gulky ear even of the he bf and Ll if 
ChrfHapt, the bleſſed Apoſtles , their di- 
vine "Maſter thought it fit to arme them "uot 
with * ſword? bat with ſtrips, and to" Foot 
ont ' of "their hearts all thong hts of wiolenge, 
did” wid incalcate "in them , that His King* 
dens 
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infallible Doltrime; And te evidence. that 
- ttheye 18 4 Jean grace, nlragers ew 
arguments 5 mor many t 
at Perers ſermon ? _— our 
s homilies and cds oy no# per - 

ſwade, If one ſhould ſay, teſtimony 
ſous If rh ſhenld not bebelieved in a 
matter of ſp great conſequence, 4s is the ſal- 
vatian'of the whole world ,. eſpectaly when 
o#hiy did as witneſſes , bn 4 teatter 
wherein both their honmer and [oebu WA 
roncerned, might not this ſtagger ſome mean 
Chriſtians ? And yet TI believs u ſe truths 
fo much the mare, becauſe ſuch as theſe were 
ft afſerters; i for, certainly iy" is one of 
the greateſt of miracles, that 0 fow, and (0 
Shiter ate perſons were able "to convince » the 
whole werld. Tha we ſee, that one may ac- 
oo that 4 miracle which another looks wp- 

*n as # folly ; and yet, none but "Gods S piric 
Can decide the controverfie”" Matters of Re- 
ligion and Faith , reſembling ſore curious 

ares , and Optick Priſmes , which ſeem: | 

#4" change ſhapes and colours, acvording to the 
feoera! [tandes þ frow which the aſt Picient Views 
Jhens. T he © 
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adefelt 1p 087" ——— wet ona | 
cales Memes: Forgw 

pro,on con b4 ev eaſe is [3 

;.we throw alnayes in «rpwwens 

rin that ſeale » wherein our own op1nion lyes, 
without ever taking leiſure 10 concluds'whet ' 

may be alledged Fx the antipode propoſition 

and then, *. 5k we receive _— [ 
vention #& buſied, not in 1 
conviiiion it in it, butt by ap. 6 X 
may be anſmertd ; and thus either fn ve 
intereſt vr frequent medit ation, are the 


"i ro caſt the ballarke. FL l 


zeal hath likewayes made an 6- 
ther pimple flaſh out in the fare of the phe- 
netickh Chirch, and that #4, a conceit thi 
the Saints have the only right to all Gods 
eredtnres, the wicked being only uſurpers and 
not #aſter; of them: But, 1 have heard ths 
opinion{ſa beaſftly uc it } confuted by Balg- 
am's fe, who cen'd teſt it's Maſter, Am 
not I thine own Aſſe ? Fhen Aaron and 
the people did covenant withins Moſes, then 
FRery) wan did bring his earrings to midhe 
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very, 
Tantum Religio note: ſuadere maloeum. 


Religion dawbtleſſe ainss at two great de- 
fegnes ; one ts like the. firſt Table, to perſwade 
#0 adore Gid A'mighty. Another ts to per- 
{made 16, like to the, ſecond Table, to love 
neighbour, and to be a mran to ſittle all 
bi jealouſtes y 4nd compeſce all theſe anj- 
intereſt might occaſion : and 
the 9 pears by the Do ;ubilyed by the 
els at our Savionrs birth , 'Glory to 
GA, and peace and good-will towards 
men. And therefore, as every private Chri- 
fthen ſhould be tolerated by bis fellow-ſubjefts, 
to worſhip God inwardly according to his con- 
ſcience ; S all. ſhould conſpire in that 'ex- 
teriowr wniformity of worſhip Ba which the 
Laws of his Commrey injoin. The fo ft re- 
wok which God made of m« after the Crea- 


tj0n, 


to the Phanaticks. 
tion, was ; that it was tot fir for man to 
be alone ; ghere was only one Ark 9% 
the Jews byG 0d} own appointment. And ſee- 
ing the Goſpel terms the Church Chriftf 4 
Spouſe, it were abſurd to think. that He 
will divorce from her «pon eyery error ._ or. 
eſtape: eſpecially, ſceing His bleſſed month 

ath told ns, that . under the Goſpel it i « 

not lasfal to divorce gpon all | occAfrons. ; 4nd. 
if He will not for theſe deny her to1be, His. 
Spouſe, much lifſe ſhould we deny her 2. 
our Mother. "May not one; who #s convinced 
in his judgment, that Monarchy ts.the beſt. G 
of Governments, livehappily in Venice or. 
Holland? And that Tr dvailer were abſurd | 
who would rather ſquable with theſe an 
whom he 'ſojourns, then obſerva thoſe rites 
and ſolemmities #$hich axe required by ther. 
Laws of tht plac:s where he -liv:s ? , 
is onct ftatuted ly a Law , we all conſent. 
to, in chooſing Commiſſioners to repreſent 
us in theſ* Parliaments wh:re the Laws are, 
made ; and ſv if they ordain us to be deci+. 
mated , or to leave the Nation if we con- 
form nit , we cannot ſay, when that Law 
i pat to execution, that we are oppreſt ; 
no me then we could complain, if one 
did remry: us legally from theſe Lands 
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which he purchaſed from our Truſtee,whonm 
we had impopred to ſellit. 

As David ſido Saul, 1 Sam. 26, 20, 
Why ment the King out to catcha flea? So 
ma) 1 [15.40 our great Divines , Why con- 
avert they about ſhadows ? Is it fit that 
Chriſtians \ who find it too "ry 4 tack to 
govern their private ſouls, ſkould be ſo much 
concerned bow the Church is governed by 0- 
thers? efore., ſtring many have been 
It aved who were moſt inexpert in theſe que- 
tions, andthat fooliſh 24al, paſſion , and 
tho much curiofitie therein, hath damned 
mirny , 1 may conclude, that to prjt2 intheſe, 
i 'mtither neceſſary, becauſe of the firſt, nor 
expedient, becauſe of the laſt, | 

""Sinse diſcretion opened nsy eyes, 1 have 
abpayes jndg'd it neceſſary for a Chriſtian, to 
wy oftner to be Praftice of Piery, then 
Ld is Confeſhon of Faith; and to fear 
wore the crock:dnefſe of his mill, then the 
blividneſſe of his judgment ; delighting mere 
#0 wajk_on from grace to grace, working ont 
the work of his own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling , then to ſtand ſtill with the 
Galileans enrionſly gazing mp to heaven. 
' True Religion and wndefiled is to. viſit 
the widow and'the fathirleſſe 5 ond the dit- 


tay 
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tay drawn up againſt the dammed ſpirits ſhall 
be, That when our Saviours poor ones were 
hungry, they did not feed them ; when they 
were naked, they did not cloath them,vithous 
mentioning any thing of their unbelief in 
matters of Controverſie or Government. And 
therefore I hope, that theſe to whome I addreſs 
»y ſclf in this Diſcourſe , will rather believe 
me to be their friend, becauſe of their piety y 
then their enemy, becauſe of their errors. 
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Of Atheiſme. 


FX) Lbeic Man be bot a ſtatue of 
VANE duſt kneaded with cears,moved 
L; UN by the hid engines of his re(t- 
OO® leſs paſſions, a clod of earth, 
which the ſhorrte(t feaver can barn. to 
athes,and the leaſt ſhower of rhumes waſh 
away to nothing ; Yer makes he as much 
noiſe in the world, as if both the Globes 
(thoſe glorious Twins) had been nn- 
wombed from thac formleſs Chaos, by 
the midwifry of” his wit; he 
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thu <,/goks lightaingy, ings,breathesſtor 
addy Te ew bir orrngity; 
perſwades himſelf chat his commands are 
ableto unhingethe Poles. From which 
ndleſs pride, I confidently conclude, 
vf anatural inftin&, or as the Stoicks 
terme ir, *r98+ fwwy had nor irrefiſtibly 
bowed his faith rg; aFgnt co a Deity, he 
had never, neither upon delign nor in 
complyance ro cuſtom (as Atheiſts al- 
 lJedgeſaffer'd to creep into his Creed, 
that there was one greater then himſelf, 
who could rein his affe&ions, and bound 
their effects, according to the diftares of 
_is irreſiſtible will. 
And albeir Regiments of Arguments, 
ed both from che ſtately fabrick of 
vens arched Pend, and from the ini- 
mitable embroidery of earths flowry 
Boul, be requilire for conquering the in- 
fidelity of others, and for rendring them 
exiburaries to chat al-forming Eflence : 
Yer, doth my faith yender up the arms 
of its. depraved reaſon, and turn Pro- 
ſelyre to this divine truth, upon the ſofe 
ſight of one of thefe dying Atheiſts;who, 


__ ſurprifal, do with amazement 
' up their evesto heaven, as if they 
| ſcne 


Oy Stoick. } 
ſent their looks in ambafſape to beg afſiſt- 
ance from chence;and ſave meas 

cheſe beaſtly ſouls, when arraqued tanex- 
petedly, knew whence their health were 


to be expetted: Like to other lick brates, 
whowhen affaulted by ſickneſs,are,by ethe 


a 


hand of rhatſame ſto ge & inſtinR,led to vpn | 


r 
ſome herb or flower,which is an Aporhe- 
caty ſhop appointed by narure for them, 

Neither think I theſe arguments which 
are twiſted rogether of three propoliri- 
ons ſo ſtrong as theſe Inſtinats. are 
where tr'th, like che Sun, ſeems co dart 
home irs light in one unperceivable a, 
whereas in theſe, pur-blind nature may 
be miſtaken, nor only judging of the 
truth of either of the three parrs, but 
likewiſe of their connexion and alli- 
ance. I know tharthat miſcreant, who 
began . his Hell .upon Earth , by be- 
ing burne ar Tholowſe for theorick A+ 
theiſme,did upon his firſt approach to the 
Fire, cry, 0 God: Whereupon, being taxt 
by the affiſting Jeſuir, anſwered ,” that 
cheſe and ſuch like expreſſions were the 
offsprings of cuſtom - But poor ſoul he 
mighr have conlidered,rhat ſeeing he had 
crept from his cradle into that error, = 

B 4 | 
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had run his glaſs to its laſt ſand, in pro- 
pagating that helliſh conceit: That there- 
fore this exprefſian was ratber aconfeſſion 
then an eſcape, rather a produ& of a 
rational ſoul, then of depraved cuſtom ; 
for as it was in itſelf a divine ruth, ſo ic 
wasin him contrary to a ſerled habit. 
_ . Thereis anorher Caball of Atheiſts, 
who think that this Beleef was at firlt bur 
the qnainc Leger-de-main of ſome ſtrong- 
Iy-pated Stateſ-man ; who to over-awe 
the capriciouſneſs of a giddy multitude, 
did forge this opinion of a rewarder of 
all humane ations: And to enforce 
this, do inſtance Numa Pompilins , and 
AMyhoet, whoſe palpable chears grew 
upin their ſucceſſors into religions ; and 
wh e 1nyentions werereceived with as 
much bigotry, by che wiſe!t of men, : as 
is that deity which is now che obje&: of 
our adorations.. Wherefore (ſay they ) 
ſceing the rational ſoul hath failed fo 
oft, and ſo abſurdly in irs diſcoveries, 
how, or why ſhould we ſabmic our 
ſelves ſlaviſhly ro its determinations ? 
For that which deth at ſome times erre, 
an never at any time be concluded in- 
Ellible. 
To 


| Or Stock, s 


To theſe I anſwer, that albeit, as to 
the particular way of worſhip, the world 
is oft-rimes deluded : And albeir, even a$ 
ro their apprehenſians of this incompre- 
henſible Efſence,multirudes be ſomerimes 
miſled ; Yer, theſe ttaggering Fancies fix 
this great truth, that rhere is 4 Swperans 
who muſt be adored : For if this innate In- 
ſin did not coopere with theſe impo- 
ſtares, in gairiing an aſſent rotheir fatiri- 
OUs "0th Sia and Hierarchies,it were im- 
poſſible for any humane authority to eſta- 
bliſh Principles ſo remore from reaſon, 8 
to ſubjugare by theſe even the mildeſt 
rempers. But I take the root from. which 
theſe errors do ſpring,to be, that the twi- 
light of darkned reaſon glimſing ro man 
that impreſſa of the divine Image, which 
chough mach decayed,yer reits ſtill upon 
his ſoul ; and not being able, becauſe of 
the faintneſs of his light, and the decay 
of char divine Impreſſa, to diſcern ex+ 
atly what that Deity is, with whoſe 
image it is lignered , believes implicite- 
ly with a profound reſpet, any who 
hach che confidence to obtrude any 
knowledge of ir upon them : Coneluding 
in the conclave of their own thoughts, 

chat 


6 The Virtuoſo, 
that none- durſt contemn fo far that 
omnipotent Thunder-darter, as to vend 
their own fancies for ſacred Oracles. 
And albeir theſe hood-winked Nations 
did ere a »wearftor in their own hearts 
wherein all theſe Vice-gods were wor- 
ſhiped ; Yer were all theſe bur repre- 
ſencations of rhe true God; for His 
Omniporency and Power. was adored 
in their Mars; His omniſcience in their 
Apollo, &c. And it is very probable 
that the Heathens admired fo each at- 
tribute of God Almighty , thar they 
thonghr each deſerved diſtin Alrars ; 
ſo that cheir errors had cheir riſe from 
rather roo much then too little re- 
ſpeR;and that as the ſame Ocean receives 
eral names from the ſeveral ſhoars ir 
waſhes, ſo, according to the ſeveral 
operations of the moſt High, did theſe 
deluded Pagans eſtabliſh ſeveral Dei- 
ties. Bur = all rheſe did ulrtimate- 
Iy rerminace in one, is clear from the In- 
cription of that Athenian Alrar To the 
unknown God ; from the deſignation of 
ovpBoper z. from their common feaſts 
or v1 , from the adjunct of Del- 
phicus given to eApollo, which in Greek 
| lignifes 
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Ggnifies was; as,' Macrobims vob- 
ſeryes, from their Altars ere&tedy. IÞiſ- 
gne Deabuſqus omnibus , and from the ge- 
neral invocation of all the Deities j»yar- 
ly ſubjoyned to all their Particular ſacris 
ces. So that the great and all-compre- 
hending /d:a , wherein he is repreſenced 
as in one big rairrour to us, was by chem 
broke in pieces, and ineach of theſe pie- 
ces taken alone did they fre a Deny, 
though much abridged;Whereas all cheſe 
Pony when ſer togerher, did repreſent 
ut one , and each piece did then ſhew 
bur a yh But to evidence that our be- 
lief of a Deity is not a State and traditig» 
nal impoſture, I would willingly know if 
ever - the skilfulleſt of Sachans emiſfla- 
ries was able to induce the world to be- 
lieve that there was no God ; which 
(doubeleſs) might have ac ſome occalions 
contribured much to ſome mens Politick 
deligns, and which that rebell would 
have arrempred, if either God: had nor 
reſtrained him, or himſelf bad. not. known 
it impreftable. And ir is moſt remark- 
able , that the firſt promoters of thar 
divine Dotrine were perſons , who , 
both by precepr and praQtice , decryed 
Ambition 


Ambition and declined State imploys 
ments; and ſoit were abſurd to think 
tha rhey invented cheſe in ſubordinarti- 
on to State Projedts. 
| - There is alſg mich force in thar Ar- 
gument, wherein from che nature of pro- 
pheſying, is concluded the being of a 
God: 23 ro foreſee, is doubtlels a way 


of ſeeing, far above the reach of humane 
mature ; man not being able to conctade 
but thar, What is poſſible upon borh 

arts, may come to paſs upon either of 
Its parts. And hence it was, that rhe 
Heathens themſelves termed this pre- 
diction divination, as if # could nor be 


bur divine. Asalſo, if there were nor 
a God, bue that this were a fiction, it 
would follow , that errour and delufion 
(fuch as thisex hypotheſs) were able, and 
actually did, of all other chings, frame a 
man's ſoul moſt rovirtue : and that the 
beſt of men (ſuch as the adorers of a 
Deity ) were both the greateſt cheats 
and block-heads. All which, are abſur- 
dities 'to be hifs'd at by all who are ma- 
ſters of the meaneſt portion of humane 


reaſon, 
There 
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There lurketh much curious contem- 
plation in pondering, how that albeir the 
parents of all heatheniſh Religions, have 
been incomparably the chiefett wires in 
their times% for elſethey could nor have 
imprefſ'd the ſpirits of their diſciples 
with ſuch abſtra@ principles: Yer all 
their Models , ſeem repugnantto com- 
mon reaſon: and they have choif'd to 
reach principles which ſeem ridiculous. 
Thus the Fiftions related by the Po- 
ers of their Gods, the Rires uſed by che 
Romans , and the Fopperies of rhe Aico- 
ran, are abſurdities nnworthy of a rati- 
onal belief, if man were not ated by 
an innate.principle, ro place the myſte- 
ries bf Religion above his reaſon. 
* By which we ſee, thar the imputation 
caſt vpon the Scriptures of their contra- 
ri&ty toreaſon, chocks likewayes the 
princ iples of all Nations : and: certainly, 
if there were nothing revealed to ns in 
Religion, bur what the ſhore line ' of our 
- reaſon-might fadom, the omniporency of 
God, and the weakneſs of our own rea- 
ſon, ſhould remain ſtill unknown; and 
ſ-eing our reaſon is only ſuitable ro our 
nature, certainly if that infinite effence 


aud 
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and it's myſteries wp be comprehen-= 
ded by that ſame reafon, which meaſurech 
things finite, we might conclude God tg 
be fanite likewayes ; and is ir. not impu- 
dence in us who know not th&ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea, nor the reaſon why 
. the Adamanc draweth the iron, to repine 
becauſe we cannot comprehend the el- 
ſence of God Almighty ? andthen vain- 
by ro conclude, that becauſe we cannor 
graſpÞwichin the ſhort armes of our un- 
deritanding ; the vaſt bulk of the. Deiry, 
that chere 1s no Deity ? A conclulion- as 
abſurd, as if oneſhould ſay, that when 


the nimble —_— an arrow tranſpore 
e 


ir above our light; ir did leave ofro be, 
when it left oft to be perceived. And I 
am of opinion, thar myſteriouſneſs ſuirs 
rarely well with divine Truchs, the fi- 
neſt things uling alwayes to be beſt wrapt 
up: thus if we .liften co our hid inclina- 
tions, we will find a plealing veneration 
in reſerved (ilence; and our curioſity 
will ſwiftly follow , what by it's retired= * 
neſs fleeeh from us 1 (ilent groves whoſe 
buſh-top trees lay their heads rogerher 
as in a conſpiracy to reliitche Sun's en- 


try , and powderits light with Sables, 
Creats 
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create a Veneration in us. And as the 
Hearhens did chooſe groves, , So did the 
primitive Chriſtians light rheir Devoti- 
ons with corches and candles, intimating 
thereby that umbrag'd lence wasan ex- 
cellent Shrine for (incere devorions ; and 
in this ſenſe, ir may be,the Word af God 
is ſaid to be a Lantern to our ſteps,andrhe 
ſeven Churches are compared to ſeven 
Candleſticks. Did not our Saviour reach 
His diſciples in parables? and was noe 
the Ark vailed from the eyes of the peo- 
ple? che Pagans diſpenſed their divinity 
in Hieroglyphicks ; and amongſt humane 
Wricers, the moſt myſteriqus carry fall 
the Lawrels : And why ſhould we vainly 
wiſh to comprehend the nature of the 
Deity, ſeeing Moſe*s, Gods intimate, and 
minion, could not have that allowance > 
And God himſelf, when for our necel. 
ſary inftruion He would diſcover ſome. 
thing of Himſelf ro us, is forced per '@s. 
Yganonaluer, (as Divines ſpeak ) ro dif- 
cover Himſelt in a ftile borrowed from 
bumane fraily , and ro expreſs His in- 
finite affeRions by gur diſordered paſ- 
lions, 

I be- 
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I believe, thar Socrates, nature's grea+ 
teſt diſciple, and the Deity's protomatyr , 
was a profe!yre of che fame faith, which 
we profeſs ,” and had his large foul iffu- 
minated by that Sun - of righteouſneſs , 
whoſe refulgent rayesare now the bright 
torches ofthe Chriſtian Church. Neither 
is my belief in this ſtaggered by the 1i- 
lence of his co-remporary Writers, as to 
this particular : ſeeing theſe, not being of 
the ſame perſwalion with him, bur being 
convinced of his moral worch , did de- 
ſcribe his opinions ſuitably co their own 
apprehenhon, Thus did cheſe pagan Hi- 
ſtorians admire rhe great Saviour of man- 
kind , only for His moral * accompliſh- 
ments, withour reachiug rheſe divine prin- 
ciples, by which He was 'ated, The Sto= 
icks likewaies were in all- probality, a 
tribe of Jobn Bapriſt's, and God having 
reſolved ro-purge the Univerſe of its ort- 
ginal unrighrevuſneſs by thar blefled 
Manna which came down from heaven to 
give life ro the world, did by cheir doc- 
trrineof abſtemioufneſs, as by a ſpare dy= 
et, prepare irs hpdy for receiving 
chat divine Doſe. And certainly , it men 
had disbanded that execrable tro:p of 

laits, 
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lofts, #gainft whicki theſs 'preached, and' 
hot ned(6 rhe Stolcks Book of Dif- 
cipline injoyned) to their own*priyare 
conſcierices, and had by retiredneſs ab- 
ſtrated themſelves" From” the reach of 
remptitions,” ithalfacilirared much their 
converſion* for tfrhe young Lawyer,who 
came to confalr how to draw up 
his:Seeuritic- -6f Hetven, and of his por- 
tion there; had belfevet their Oracle, 
which decry*d riches as the unneceflary 
baggage”''of man's" life, and the made 
which &fop'd the' wings of the ſouls con- 
remplation, and keÞrit from ſdaring its 
naturalpiech, he bad never refufed” ouy 
Saviour's yoke, becanfe he was commatt- 
ded” ro fell all and to give it to the poor. 
Thus likewayes if the rich glutton" had 
dyered himſelf necording tg” the ſcans 
preſcript of-rheiratlowance , his ſchor- 
ched tonne had not food in need of a 
drop of water to allay it's thirſt, Nei- 
ther had Nicodewm needed to bave man- 
tled himſelf in the darknefs of the night, 
when he came to our S4viour,out of Me 
teſt he ſhould have been diſcovered;ſee- 
ing their doftrine might have caught him, 
that fear was a paſſion unworthy to be 

C lodged 
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| inthe ſaul gf man: And that there 
is Aothi re, which a man;\gither 
ſhould, ernecdetb to fear. ab] 
Bur albeir neither inftin} nor: falth, 
were able to convince us.infallibly.of this 
truth ; Yet is it both more ſatisfying, and 
more ſafe roembrace this opinion, then 
its contrary. More fatisfying , becauſe 
mans ſummun: banxme. here, being lod 
in the, rranquillicy..of his fpirit. Thar 
which can beſt plainand ſmooth the rug- 
d and uneven face 'of his frequent and 
inevitable me -4 mr} muſt be daubcleſs 
the moſt careſſable of opinions ;, where- 
fore, ſeeing nothing can ſtrengthen ſo 
much mans trailty, nothing cbeck ſo ſoon 
his diſpair,nothing feed ſomuch bis bope, 
nor amitate. ſo much his -courape; as to 
believe that there is a God, who beareth 
the heavieſt end of all our crofles upon 
the ſhoulders of His love ; who is able 
fo rurn, or arreſt the giddy wheel of for- 
rune by the ftrong hand of His Omnipo- 
rency ; and who twiſteth Lawrels of ini- 
maginable joyes for the heads of theſe 
who fight ander bis banners. If 8 man 
leaned not his weary foul apon this di- 
vine Reſt, be were not only an enemy co 
nature, 


=. 
Or Stock. + ig 
* hiture, but even to his own, hap! 

What rocks of danger could men eſcape, 
if blind forcune did fir « rhe helme, and 
if vertuous perſons complain, as affairy 
are preſencly ſtared , _ bs merites 
are- not weighed with indifferency- e- 
notigh in che Scales of jaltice?” What 
iphe be expected, it hazzard got the 
ballanice ro mannage? andcheſe who leave 
their nacive countries, when they per- 
ceive that: the Law beginnerh to render 
irs Oracles in an -unaconſtant Stile , and 
with a trembling voice;behooved to leave 
the world,-if this' Anarchy were by A- 
theiſme eſtabliſhed? For as a wiſe Stoick 
well obſerved, vx w1 Civ 47 Tw x00 le thre 
Our, x, x4re mporergt /t er? impoſſible to live 
in a world void of God, and voids f provie 

dente. 

It is likewayes moſt ſafe ; for ifthere 
be a Deity, doubtleſs theſe obdured A- 
theiſts, whoſe obſtinacy haghconjured 
their conſciencesroa conftrain'd filence, 
and brybed theſe infallible Witneſſes, to 
_ whar ſuired beſt with their wild 

lurions, or rather negletedrefolnre- 


ly their lincere depoſitions: then certain- 
ly, the juſt flames of that Gods indigna- 
C2 tin, 


tion, whom they bave diſclaimed, will 
heat for chem: a furnace in hell, beyond 
what the other damned ſpirits ſhall meer 
with 'in their tortuxe:. Whereas. albeir 
there bens tribunal; -from which ſuch a 
thunder-bolr ſentence may be daxted,nor 
no ſupreme Judge by whom our aQtions 
ſhall be canvas'd; Thentheſe who. have 
paid their adorations at his altars,ſhall be 
1n.-n0., danger., Wherefore, ſeciag ic 
IThould be chetask of 1a Yirtnoſa, £0. turn 
out all-fuch rhoughes.as may raiſe. a mu- 
tiny.in his breaſt; it were a fooliſh toy 
in him to. entertain Acheiſme, which is a 
Nureery. of diſquietngfs : for . whoſe 
breaſt could enjoy- a.calme whilſt a con- 
- cernment of ſo much weight as his e- 
ternal portion, did hing from the weak 
thred of a mere may be, and of ſuch a 
ae be as marches ſo near with a will not 
e? 

Bar if ye- would know, what diſquie- 
ting vapors Atheiſmg.ſends up to, the 
braing when it is once drunk in: go to 
the , horrqur creating beds of a dying As 
theift,whoſe roar voice might awake 
the 1 lethargick, conſcience that, e- 
ver. che devil lull'd afleep: There ye ſhall 

know 
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know by the Urinal of his eyes, and the 
water ſtanding therein, what convulſion- 
fics his ſoul ſuffers ; "and ſhell learn from 
his own mouth, how grievouſly his diſea- 
ſed ſoul is ſtrercheq upon the rack of 
deſpair : then-it is that the voluminous 
Regifters;of his conſcience , which did 
lie formerly claſp'd in ſome nnſearclit 
corner of: his memory, arelatd open be- 
fore him, and the devil who hitherto gave 
bim che leflening end of the Profpet,co 
ſurvey his fins in, curns' now its magnify= 
ing endto this fearfull Fe. Ir ſhould be 
then the grand delign of a Philoſopher, 


toorder 'his own 'breaſt aright, -before 
he go abroad toview the Works of 'the 
Creation ; leſt if he leaye its door ug. 
bolted, the devil ſteal from him his rich- 
eſt Jewel, whileſt he ſweats to- enrich bis 
contemplation with what is of far Tels 
conſequence. | | 
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Of Superſtition, 


T is not wild fancy to think, that 4- 
] theiſme bath been the produ&t of S«- 

ſftition : for certainly, many who were 
by humor Gallios, o_ that Religion 
exated from men ſuch inhumane homage 
eo its recognizance) as was the ſacrificing 
children among the Heathens, weary 

Pilgrimages and beRtick Lents among 


Chriſtiansgdid reſolve rather to deny than 
wat ſuch —_ Thus Lncretins re- 


= Agewemnons ſacrificing his 
® Jpg tor theGrecian ſatery, 


-2M6-A  Religio potwit ſnadere malor uns.” 
And thus Petronius Arbiter a monk of 
the ſame Cell, ſays that, 


Primms in whe deos fecit timor. 
—_ Fulmina _ 
Enmeaderent ——— 
< And tp prevent this, our Saviour dorh 
of inculcale,thar his yoak is ealle and His 
þurden is lighr. - And doubtleſs, as the 
ſtraighreſt 


Or Stoick. i 
ſtraighteſt line is alwayes the horteR j So 
che moſt rational defignes are alwayes 
ealilyeſt- effeftuaced; and as Seneca harh 
excellently obſerved, Lirte Denr non efſee, 
tamen now peccarets ol peccati ilitareys. 
There is ſomething of<meannefs in the 

allanteſt;,” and moſt 'atluging. lin} And 
this is moſt energetically expreſt in Scrip- 
eure ; whilſt ir is ſaid that 1h wiched 
weary themſelves by their fins; * A” pins: 
ciple, which not only the magiſteriat Aus 
thoriry of Gods Spirit, bat aur experi- 
encelikewayes places aboverrhe Teach of 
all ſcruples : forare northe inquierudes, 
the chears, and paltiared parricides, and 
facriledges brooded by ambition, the 
churtiſhneſs and clofe-handedneſsparen- 
ted by avarice, effes utworchy'ro by 
father'd upon any rational foul; 'and 
at which we ſhoald ſcarlet our cheeks 
with bluſhes, as well as enpale rhem 
through fear , and ſhould ſtand as muck 
in awe of our conſciences, as' moſt 'do 
of a Diery? Yer,” it may be we arein 
a miſtake, whilſt we place Superſtition 
in- the exceſs of ſach adorations, -as 'are 
either commanded or indifferent :- foe 


ſeeing the obje&t of onr adoration, 
50:1: E: 4 God 
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God Almighty, is-in Himſelf infinite, we 
can nexer exceed: eicher in 'our reſpeRs. 
to Him, or in the; expreſſions, of chem. 
Exceſs being only. adiuffible, where the 
obje&.is-finit, aqd\where we attribute 
more then is' due, which can never: be 
here. Thus if Kneeling be lawfull ar any 
occalionIhardly fee why it is nor- lawful 
to kneel at all-oceafions. And if theſe ex- 
terionf tires and ceremonies(ſome where- 
of _ in _P be judg- 
__— or ag our vaſlalage 
and * Crs God our maker, 
cither they are} unwarrantable 
or elſe we ſhoul&proporrion-them (as far 
as in us lyes) co that infinite objet And 
ſeeing the Angels are ſaid ro cover their 
faces wich cher wings before Him, the 
Patriarches co falh upon cheir face-dnd 
worſhip; and 'our: adorable Saviour in 
that conflict wherein He repreſentedfin- 
fell :-man, is. by uatthew ,remarked--to 
bave falln-uporyHis'face , by ark to 
have falln upon the- groutd, and by Lwke 
ro: have kneeled :- What is crawling man, 
that he ſhould accounc ſuch geftures-fond 
Superſtition? Ie would' :appear; then » 
that ſuperſticion confiſts in -mans»wor- 
| ſhipping 
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ſhipping God by meats unlawfull, ſach 
as are children-ſacrifices, and  fach 
like, whereby His divine attributes are 
miſ-repreſenced, and tainted with cru- 
elty, or tyranny and notin an excels, 
in ſuch expreſſions'-of+ our 'reſpe&. as 


=, 


are in themlelyes lawfull. And if there % 


be any trengeh in chat ar — - i 
in | we; \inforce' _ the bein of Gol, 
from the / harmonious andi: af- 
ſent of all- Nations : certainly; by:.thas 
ſ{zme 'argument , we may: ſh rhe 
decency, if-nor' che: necelſity; of Cert 
monies: - For ,- what: Nation: bowes':co 


Altars ,-withour qernrns and exteradl 
ſabmithans 2: » "wholodges upon the 
ſurface.. of -our Globe, who payes noe 
as-the reddendo - of ' their Charter'-20 
theſe-gods whom they worſhip ,, ceremo- 
nial Adordtions,” wrapt up 1n moſt ſub+ 
miſhve. Rites a > 1+, 0: f: rel 
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Of the Worlds Creation. 


"x God made- all chings for His 
glory, is:an expreſſion, which (I 
think) looks novwellar the teſt of tea- 
fon,andieems to have no warrant but un- 
wary cuſtome : for beyond all queſtion, 
His glory was fobrim-ful formerly, char 
i -neicher needed; nor.could receive any 
conſiderable abceffion: from this. fmall 
drop. And belideehis, the innate appre- 
henlion we have of doing-any thing for 
one's glory), dyes this exprefſion ' wich 
ſomeguilt.; YerpHconfefs, we-may, war- 
rantably ſay,rhae when perverſe man calls 
His power in queſtion,or controverts His 
being only wi/e;thart then, God for our in- 
ſtruction, and the vindication of His own 
glorious Attributes,doth many things for 
His own glory. And in this ſenſe, the 
Scripture ſaith, chat God will puniſh 
the wicked , and deliver His people , 
for His own glory. And wherever - - 

aid, 
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- ſaid, that God doth, or crearerh = 
thing for” His own glory, ith 
leſs in this ſenſe ; in which man 
made after His image) may a&t 
own glory without any ' vanicy ; albeic 
ro at for his own glory in rhe firtt ſenſe 
were in lim criminal. Te is' then more 
probable, that God being infinitely goods 
and allgood being ſ#i communicatinn , 
thar His detign increaring the world, was 
to commitnicare and we pu His oo0d- 
neſs - and upon this baſe probably hach 
Ariftotle reared up his error, of the zwlds 
exiftency from al eternity. ; for , ſeeii 
God was ab #terno infinitely good, ud 
thar good is ſtiff Le mnSactvs © be 
did (1 may be ) conclude, that 2 <- 
term, God did communicate His* goods - 
neſs : which could only be te creatures. 
And ' therefore it was neceſſary - that 
there ſhould have been a world; And 
ſome Phifoſophers. have aver'd, that che 
world flowed from God þi emenatione ns, 
ab etcrno, as beats are Taneed vile from. 
the body of the Suu. Albeir 'T be hone 
of Ariffotle's Partiſans, nor hold my 
Philoſophy of him as my Superiour ; 
Yer I cannot but think, thar _ 
hat 
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hath communicated His goodneſs to 
worlds. prior to ours, which: ſeems bur a 
con, 5662 years ſtanding. But,I am 
not ſogrroganc as co derermine che time 
ef the firſt worlds birth, nor how many 
Cadets it hath had, reſolvingts leave its 
Date, blank, to ,befil'd up by ſome ar- 
r Pretender. Neither ſhould J ac- 
Fa, mine own thonghts of Herelie,. for 
gocludings that probably chere are pre- 
encly thouſands of worlds co-exiſting 

ith ours, whereof ſome, ic. may. be, are 
governed by Maximes , if. got contrary, 
yetatleaſt different from theſe which are 
our Canons. All_which worlds, albeit 
they were actuall Jabfog, would lie 
in the boſome of E arg nagpaarie 
Faces, bur like ſo many {mall halls. in 

e corner of a large Tennis-courr.I ſhall 
not for comening this opinion,cite,wich 
ah ; Fara French Curatezthe parable of 
che epers,. where its ſaid, Nonne ſunt 
decems mundi ? becauſe I know that it was 
wittily anſwered; Sed wbi ſunt reliqui no 
ved? _ | 
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Of Eternity. 


4 Hay picezaity its ye chat 
. 1n-1t,; taere'1s ne NOT! 
furure; is but a Joes ry Fl eſs 
myRerie impoſed upon our belief, which 
is really more myſterious. then. che -Trt- 
nity.z . who knows bur it is founded; upon! 
an expreſſion in- Cicere, 'wberein Ecerni- 
ty is call'd eteraminſtan?For how ther 
can it be ſaid ,- thar'God-was before. the 
world ? for was 'is pretetit,. and. before 
the world there was,as themſelves alledg, 
no time; .and ſo-rherewasa was in eter- 
nity. Isnot-God call'd by Himſelf Alpha 
and Omega, firſt and laſt,the one where- 
of is preterice and and the other future? 
And it is faid, Rev. 16. 5.0 gloriows God, 
who art , and waſt , and ſhalt be. And 
if it be anſwered, Thar this is only fir- 
red to our capacities; certainly , that 
is all is craved: for doubtleſſe there is 
no ſuch reall thing , as theſerthree mea- 
ſures of time,even in things finit and _ 
red; 


Ao 


26 The Virteſo, 
ted; far they awe their being only to out 


concert, as well in the one as inthe other. 
Aud when Goll deſcrid'd Himſelf by 
His name. J a #1 / a, it was not mean', 
thar no meaſurs'dfxime could be arrri- 
bured ro Him, but the preſent ; bur ra- 
cher,thar what He was,was ro men incom- 
prehenſible. 'And rhar all we could know 
of Him, was'that He exiſted ; and by 
char expreſſion, ther all things ro Hind 
are preſent, was meant, that by His 
Knowledge itwitive , ( as Divines term 
it) He compretiends all chings which 
were to be, asf they were really pre- 
fent ; and rliis is ſpoke, noc of his being, 
bur of his knowledge. Neither can ir be 
concluded that' if was or ſhall be, may 
be artribated £6 God, then He muſt be 
mutable, and thar was, denores mutation; 
_ for as 1 faid formerly, theſe are bur 
rermes, nor really exiſting, and fo can- 
not import any real muration. 


Or Fudick. 
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| 3 green imployes His uncontroſa- 
ble Scepter, after what faſhion Ne 
governs: this lower world, and in what 
characters He writes His erernal Decrees 
hath ſbeea the arrogance}{tudy of ſome 
mad-cap Pedans, who ralkas maghſteri- 
ally of His Decrees,asif they were of His 
cabiner Councel. And albeic ro dererre 
ſach'bold intruders, \He deſtroyed thou- 
ſands'6f His ancient people, becauſe they 
lookd into His Ark ; Yer, ſuch is the 
tulancy of ſome later Wirts , that c 
muſt needs look inzo His unſearchable 
boſome; and there marſhall all His De- 
crees,and conceit they underſtand” His 
way of working ; and thus in diſputing of 
objects, infinicely removed by their ab- 
ſtruſeneſs from their fenſe , rhey ſhew 
themſelves more ridiculous , rhen cheſe 
who. would diſpute concerning the qua- 
lities of an object, "before ir come (o 
near as that they may know of what 
ſpecies, 


IY7 . Tie Virtwoſo , 

ockes it is: for ſeeing it is a maxime} 
that chere is nothing/ in our underftan- 
ding,which hach/nor paſt co'it thorow our 
ſenſes, and tharthe things of God are im- 
material, and fo:fall. not. under the cog- 
nizance of our ſenſes ; It muſt be folly 
to think, that any humane ſcrhtinie "can 
find our myſteries that are ſo unſearcha- 
ble, except they be imparted rothem by 
immediate revelation ; a kind of corre- 
ſpondence which I conceive few'now a 
daye$- hold. with heaven. ' Yet,'Þ -con- 
feſſegit is as hard to.confure their fitions; 
as it is impoſfible for/ them ro-gome by 
the knowledge of them. Bt as thisſkndy 
is unatraianble, ſoit is; unprofiraþle'pfor 
ſeeing; God's art of govetnirig che-world, 
and: His Decrees of ſaving or damning 'irs 
Cirizens;is a trade we ſhall never:be able 
to practiſe : why ſhould we *have ſuch 
an itch to underſtand it? It ſhouk#be e- 
nough to us, to be ſaved, albeicwe know 
not how, er by what manner of Decrees; 
except we be of the ſame merrall wirh 
thar-fooliſh patient , who-would not be 
cured , becauſethe Phylitian would nor 
ſhew him how the cure was to be com- 
poſed , and what were its API 

An 


Or Stack 4 
Andi it not the Zenith and top brangh 
of madneſs for us tg pryiato 


uns 
ſearchable Decrees, who know-nor how _ * 
our neighbours calf is formed in its Dams” * 
; belly 2? $6 ,09,9099 2D hich 
Ir was a narrow Omanipotency, whi 
ſome \mean-ſpirited-Heathens allowed 
their Jupitcy, wherthey conceited than 
he wanted leaſure ro diſpoſe ' of cri» 
les. + ; 
Non licet exiguis rebus adefſe Jovi. 
For if the rwinkling -of an eye ,\were 
nottime ſufficient fox God todiſpoſe tipon 
all the affairs of this world, then there 
might be a gſearer-power then 'His ; and 
che power to diſpoſe ſo- ſuddainly, were 
wanring to his omniporency, and fo He 
- were not infinit , and conſequently no 


God. k | 
Neither was the Rodomonade of 4/- 
phonſus , King of Portwgal, 


More pious 
chen this. When he alleaged thar if God 
had made uſe of His advice in framing the 
world, He had helped many things in it, 
which he now could-juſtly. caxe of er- 
rour. 


D "Theſe 


4 


Y 


| ow | 
©. Theſe two extremes, are the two Poles, 


off "9 , 


whereon” the globe, of Atheiſme turns 


lity, co 


it. ſelf 5 ſome, out of an. impious humi- 


mplementing God our. of His 


| Autharitys by deying that He diſpoſes 


ofztie raeaner-lize pf: buſineſs; and others 


- derraQing fromhis providence, i in. attri- 
- butiog Jis-operarions ta chance and fate, 


or branding chem with injaſtice or im- 


prudenge. 


There are. among School- men..;two 
opinions which: 


te vitory with (al- 


- - moſt) equal fonces;; {The one whereof, 
' - will have Godehefole agent, and to.make 


uſe of ſecundary:cauſes, only, as,of ci- 


jgnis ; : nor water 


-; phers; theſe ſay-that-ie, is nor fire which 
: burns; but that, ang | 


burns ad preſentian 
ich cools, but: tha, 


- Godcools.ad' praſentions aque : which i is 
in By opiviony the fame thing as\ to) ſay» 


that God | jugled yvich; man; and as Ghar) 


* mers. do, ;preſented ingredients. __ 


wrougl by. hid means. | 

Jatoo near at afboicy with chiss5 is .che 
DoRrine of Predeſtination as ſome each 
it, wherein they will have mano play 


:1,the mere ſpeRator in his own Salyation : 


and 


| be bfimedfor cheir obfiitiacy's becauſe | 
'it was neyer freetorhem to/do omg | 


th 3 | af 1s Yea) eouldthefl 


HM ar peta & for por" cot = 
; CARE es LR gp? ge 


nt oy, Jetit £8 af &y 72 


ber Aonaag ut he” Torn may | 

demn x myo ieito , 'never” confi- 

dering,. that the *queſtion is not", what © 

You ca do,but my RE + h 
ir Taha nothing from 

tency;thut he wif hojn od hrs ; 

who according to thelF Dottrine's 


aveheen _ or 
noritn FOvit Vs ralh 
id a ia if God"have by 


w_ Joes bien n will bore ena 


Cage fenbtogtrc 
for o ik Arey =Y yo 
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33 The V ertwoſo, 
power to bend and bow theſe inclinations 
-. upon extraordinary. occaſions , for the 
poet the Univerſe, or when his infal- 
le' Omni-prudence ſhould think ex- 
- pedient,, Thug, when that Al-ſcing eye 


+ -, of the world, the Sun, was firſt turned 


- off the frame, ir had in Commiſſion to 
: ſow its: influences over the world with- 
out-any-rerardment ; Yer was its motion 
arreſted, . and turned back by: an extra- 
ordinary warrant in. the dayes of Jon 
and ' Zedekiah.., Thus they... make the 
creatures reſemble a Watch, which at - 
rer it is \once compleated, goes by 
its own Springs and Wheels , withour 
the Arciſts extraordinary afliſtance. Yer 
when, eicher irs motion becames irregu- 
lar, or when the owner finds. ic fic , it 
is unpieced , or. hath irs Index-pur for- 
ward-or backward ar his: pleaſure. And 
,. this' laſt, ſeems . ro, ſujr belt with the 
/- principles, oy of . Chriſtianity and 
b.., | Stoicilme. - With ,Qheiftianiry, becauſe 
'-|: it gives a check. to preſumprion,. and 
#7; © 's por. 2mgnc ro, think,” Hunſelf 
; '*be-ſole arbirex; of, his ow, condixion ; 
 . 'becauſe, God can.ealily quzth., 


2- 
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Or Stock, 33 9 
bylor-like - fadcies, which his copleſs 
achbition is ſtill a building ; and'ro his 
deſpair ,. becauſe, a life from che ſtrong ' | 
arttof Providence, may heave him'up* 
above all his difficulties. LORE 

This correſponds beſt likewayes with 
Stoiciſme , becauſe "ir pulls che bands 
of 4 ſlaggard from his boſome, and ſers* 
them a work to prepare for himſelf; atid | 
not to repoſe his unreaſonable hopes up-/ 
on divine Providence ; whith only 
keeps theſe from ſinking, who endeavour 
ro ſwimme. This likewayes .cakes from 
man, all excuſe of ſinning, not ſuffering 
him to lay ovewt/his vitiouſneſs &pon pro- 


vidence,a ſhift tooordinary amongſt ſuch 
as miſunderſtand the raſhlefs Dofrine of 
the reformed Charches. 


This opinion makes us likewayes uns 
derſtand, what the 'Heachens meant by” 
fortwne, which they cermed giddy y/ what 
the Stoicks meanr'by fate, which they 
confeſſed to be irreſsffible ; and in" what... 
ſence Philoſophers concluded that each 
man-could hammer one higown fortune. 
As tothe Pagans fort»ne ,- it cannot be 
chought, char ſeing ir was by themſelyes 
confefſ'd to be b/iad, rhat they* could 

D 3 cruſt 


ecuſt it with te. reines Lox the plnicoy 
| edworld. logger an Fa 

I, .WAS. + vayes 
oboe , it -& canpe. be 


they, could,,aſcribe.co ir, "All thet 
—_— 


 Curi- 


events, which ,they.. chem-. 


Rae Og Knred, red tha the Whereoe , is 
ble, tae Philoſo $, ha- 
ving Gere the proſpe&t gf notre, 
and. by rerrupted- experience, ob- 
ſerved , that man. (,whbo, ated. from a 
freedom, oF ſpiric ,.unreſtrained , eicher 
by. pravidence.. or... tarreinfluences as 
; Wh y Fperxions) ol a 
volatile, hs umor ,; 
fore. they Foe , that the {fate of 
humane which was framed and 
_— at bis Ys. pleaſure, be- 
arg aeecliucdy rp -by moſt ſubjett 
thar ſeeing the vigto» 
korea, & , depended. upon the in- 
chngtions of his ſouldiers, who by aban» 
doping: him would ferch his profperity 
away withthem ,. they had reaſon there- 
© ARSE his fortune Frail and ex- 


p: 'Thas,chs the agranamcir, of the reſtleſs 
tler i5 uncertain, becauſe it hings 
from 


_ ce _  _ £#( a—_ he _ 


mM: of ©@ = os a 


oy 


bw | 


my Or Stoi | | "» 
. he humor ibn picks | . 


_ onſtancy, ""__ 
the of wee x1 ſubje&t,. wha, 
rank re his $cepter. And thus ) 


theoyb confnell {tudens y can- promiſe 
himſelf no! applaule>beeauſe the paraly=, 
tick>hand- of tYlie--multizudes &S.y 
holds the ſcales; heart ſus abilicies arc 
le fi for oching 

Intne , owtwpe'Was 0 to 
Ancients , bur. the; unbodyed to cheſs, 
of 'mans will ,* conſidered | abftractly 
from all articular perſons and. che .in-. : 
nate ' qualiries--of all -ofher-- cpeatures: 
(whicty becauſe;chey.'aremorcal, muſt; 
therefore be' chanigable ) chen which.no», 
bind. is-more incooſeng, apchioy wore. 

h | 7 
The other branch of divine Provis 
dence; which conlyts in the ſupreme Aus 
thoriry ; whereby' God -makes- Ui 
mane inclinations run ſometimes agai 
the byaſſe of. #heir* ſpecifick. 1 
was" by: "chem termed fate. And 
in their Mathology they fabled-to:- be 
an Adamant- chain, which.:chey-faſtngd, 
to the foot of »Jupiters Chair ;, mean 
ning by" its adamanrine- nature thay\ is. | 


D4 way” 


ae > EF Ms had 

go - - The Virtwoſo , 
was hard to be broke like. the Ada- 
mant ;- and by faſtning it to Japiters 
Chair, that ic was the'-produ& of 'the 
Almighty*s power.” - This' Fortwne.and 
Fate, were to" them» | but the right 
and left hand of Chriftian providence. 

Theſe embodyed Angels , the”Stoicks, 
finding that fortones meprim- could not 
be cured, nor fates decrees reſcinded, 
and yer 'reſolving, in ſpiglit of all ex- 
ternal accidents, ro'ſeetire to themſelves 
a calmneſs of ſpirit; did place their 
bappineſs'in the conteinpe of all theſe 
follies , whoſe- blofſomes fortune could 
not blaſt, and ſoughr"for happineſs in 
an acquieſcence to all'which providence 
did unalterably decree ; So that neither 
fortune nor fate could ſtand -in the 
way of their happineſs, becauſe they 
es the one , and ſubmitted ro the 
ot 


- And 'in this Renſe, each man in their 
fchools, was admitted to be Maſter-of- 
work to his own forrune : and that with- 
ove diſparaging the omnipotent powe 
er of the great Fortthe-maker , in ſub- 
, miſhon co whom their happineſs was 


ced, 
pa Albeir 
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Or Shock, | 
joan of » God hethe ts ofa 
t- of. a r | 

Lrotciſme, and @ firmer one a | 
the Heachens could prerend to; Yee '+ 
that knowledge of Him, which by the 
curiolity of School-men and the bigorry _ = 
of Tub-preachers, as now formed in a 
Body..of Divinity , is of ;,al ochers the 
leaſt neceflary and the moſt dangerous; 
And whereas we did ſce God bur in'a 
Glaſs formerly , that Glaſs is ,now fo 
miſted and foyld by each Pedat 

tick breath, that ic is hard ro —— 
all, bur impoſſible co ſee Himchere, And '* 
ro extend a licele that myſterigas analogy; * © 
we are ſaid to behold God here, as in a" : 
Glaſs ; and asobjeats. are beſt _ percei-'\ |. 
ved in the ſmoocheſt mirrors ; ſo the / * 
plaineſt deſcriptions of Him, are -ilF®.. 
the crueſt: for when He is ſeen by A- 3 
theiſts in the globe-glaſs of their inte! "N 
liry, He appears leſs then. really He isz* 
when beheld by the Pagans in che mul+ 
tiplying Glaſs of Paganiſme , He ap*s 
pears many ; and when He is lookt upon” 
in the magnifying Glaſs of Superſtition, 
though He appear bur one, Yer He is mif- 


repreſented, becauſe He is repreſented-+ 
_ 


? v.Y 
rn 
: 


£ 


o& of The Firtwoſe,. © 


Ec 


moxe terrible then he GG to appear; 
rnd gia he ch Glrſſesare, 
- indrhe more arti $f the raketon face 
As bythem repreſented. | 


—_— 
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Hat firſt coſe which: did fow illche 
L world ua $4 and chotns,did,' 
ob Mothers all moſt heavily upon, 
b. ina do of. ve Which, lbeanſe ie 
was .cluef in "the operon, ou - 
- inreaſon tahaye. been moſt ibhrctes 
F the puniſhmene. And now his. 


iis daily pierc'd with the prickles ya 
ws Le and Wes: which," as. 


odace no frui fit for 
mal le balf of man, | Which 
pk hi rarSnal erg So do ot like 


thorns, pierce his "render .conſcienc , 

| _ ro.ſcrew; bis corments cothiir hi 
| pin; the thoughts" of God; "and of 
nh in Hig 2 which like balme 


; Hould cure theſe ſores, is become that 
hemlock, 


© 0 Staidky* 
benlihhs mich ater his diff 


ons, his medications, F 9 - 
be Berge fe Prin of the Primitive Chur hy 


did give anilk in abundance to Infant- 
chrillans: Yer, many of 'their ſucceſs 
ſors, have, mixr ir{6 with the cart 


gar of contention, that the milk 

now $0 cradle, and fo i is become loath-. 

ſome reve oh lay ot retider wr Then 

For, mol ore urchmen, i 

conceiving , than if nes only. 

the holy Scriptures, t might 

by Laicks becunderyalued as.eaſie , and; 

thac _ would be .denyed that 

plauſe, which was due.to quaintnefle nintncſle of 

wits eſpecially in a ſexled , where 

in Church-mea cold agr draw. zene 

rence from the people, by Oracles., as, 

did the Heathen Prieſts ; nor þ 

cies and, miracles, 3 did the 

the moſt High, - under | zhe old and' 

Teftamentsz. did th ys wages 

their, private incloatians, fr 

himſelf a new kind of Dixinic _ 

more pragmarick ſort, and , 

humour was edged with choler , nay 

red polemick or controvett 

And fo by an inteſtine and, civil. war=* 
opinion 


, 
of 
. o 
. 


inions , raiſed within 


ney of 

that "precious blood , which formerly 
parplouly pagan-efolds, 'dyed now 
the ſwords - fellow-believery: who, - | 

0 ar private Judgment,burie 

25. hel ha bar #h , fed rhe 
birds of heaven with the catcaſes of pi- 
ons and reverend Church-men : and by 
the ' mad hands*of © bigor opiniaftry , 
broketo-pieces all the ſacred bonds of 
nattirat and civ:! duties; and thus they 
raiſed. the devil 'of contention ,' whotn 
| = br not lay again ; and made this 
Itch” ofdiſputing, turn the Scab of the 
Church. | 
- Others again, in whoſe brains ſullen 
melancholy form'd phantomes and ideas, 
ityented ſcholaftick Theology; and theſe 
ir abftra&t cells, ereted a Minre-houſe , 
for_ coyning the droſs of their own con- 
remplacians, 'inro wonderful bombaſt no- 
eions 3 and ro make them go currenr, in 
the fuffering, Church, gave chem che 


impreſſ« of Theology, 


A 


"Or: Fodick, _r” 
A di Og 'notable co ſoare their 


ge he hy 

and chis rhey ca 

inſpired Theoloy 

were Poſt-h where one iniphe ki 

what” was re ſolved lately ituche concave 

of heaven , whether the King or Parli 

6 ment was to wear the Lawrels, and what 
ſhould be the ifſue of ouf pious rebelli- 

_ ons, Theſe could likewiſecaft the horo- 

robe pb oy ri" ; $i wry 1 4 

cies of Phy y.t 
could tell ifche CAR,” of Grace" dwelc 

n a face, andif one had che trajfts 

of anelett Childe of God:. - After ghis 
faſlyon did' they prophelin cheirown fan- 
cies, and call char Providence. only —_— 
made for them, 

There wants nor ſome kemepmraths 
out. of a well © meaning dehre,, to- make 
the lamp of cruth "dart its rayes with 
che clearer ſplendor, ſnui#iz ſo iitarly , 
thar rhey- extingoiſh ic quice: and leave 
us noching bar the ſtink of irs ſniff ; like 
ſome ctrfohs Phyſicians, who ad 
' trequently , chat chey'deſtroy the 
entruſted ro their cure. We un _ r 

an 


42 _ 
Rand-have met - 'theſe Ch ar- 
fketans , who, Tam. $4 ae 


. otter both. Ghurch and State ol 
Totes the beloved ;Phylician , 
bed, if we had had. the good | 
Ann: been his, patients. 

The - calle wit; is nor. pr 7E 


"heaven, albeit (Lknow ) mady disjoine 
their wits inſtrecchiog 
oy .inquiry_ of its mptferies. either 
one ſhort-coming 1nt he know- 
of theſe yſteries , & Ms ro, their} 
-obftruſenefle ; bur, I believe our me- 
dirations are "more. clouded . in._:relari- 
on 'to theſe}; then really they need to 
| be;,/ becauſe: of cheir inpate trailty:. for 
- | we ſee, chat ſome , who, ,are; maſtery of 
- much. reaſon. in; things humane , 'berray 
much folly in their devorions;wherfore, | 
Fam induced. td believe, that i it fare 
wich the ſoul in this,. as uſually it dot 
with che body, whoſe pulls are-proporric 
nally the weaker, as the ching — 
:afreris plac'd abaye its true reac 
ſo theſe artogant Precenders: ,pull, bu 
fainely, becauſe chey raiſe their. medic 
(tions t00 dindes their tip-toes, :.whers 
-1 dby:they-are difabled from imploying 3 a 


iD 


.. ter,” then theſe whoſe or is of a 


., the worſhip of their] Gods, as we Chri 


« 
—— 4 
Or Stoick. 
Om 


their carnal vigour, © in pulling 

weighty and . ſublime Truths, 1 
they catch , ngr by chat corner 
neareſt, ay meaner wits do, 
are more ſucceſsful.) but Endeavour a. 
ferch. at what in Divinity is higheſtzby | 

which effort, their endeavours are fain- 4 


_- 


© & 


lefler (ize, And theſe Coloflus' wirt,be» 
come. the greateſt Herericks, as thoſg or- © 
dinarily are moſt burne, whoſe fingers of- - 
reſt ſtir up fires, and as Chirurgians have 
more cuts and wounds , then, any. other ' 
Mechanicks, who handle not i die theſes . 
wounding tools. lc is not figythac; . mor- 
ral 'man ſhould wreſtle: roo mich wich 
theſe myſteries, leaſt his reaſon, like Je- * 
cob, be torc'd rocome off, halting. | 
"Nothin hath more buſied my eh l 19 
then to. find areaſon why the 
who were as afliduous and zealous rvo in « 


—X7 I © : 


Rians , did never frequent Sermons, nor © 
knew'no ſuch part of divine Service z , 
whereof ( probably) the reaſon, was 
becauſe their Governors ( whoſe com- i 
mands amongſt them were the ſole j#- 
re-divinoſhip of all Eccleſiaftick ac 
e 


EA. ITO, 
s - feared, that Clnech-men, if they had 
|,” been licenc'd to harangue to the people ,, 
" " would have influenc'd roo much rhac 
groſs body : which wasrhe reaſon like- 


Wwayes , in the primitive Church 
{npecdir x Me Hiſtorians obſerves ) «x 
formula popilo predicabant, tantum anti= 
quits timebat PMpayoyes. They prea- 
ched only approved Sermons, fo much 
did antiquity fear rheſe leaders of the 
ple; a prattice, as is reported, late- 

by renewed by the Duke of Ruſſia: and F 
is ſeemeth alſo to have been the rea- 
ſon, why: alt Lirurgies have prick'r 
eexts for their Preachers, left if- they 
had been lefr a freedom in their choice, 
they had choſe ſuch/as might, in the ler- 
- rer, have ſaired beſt wich ſuch ſedirious 
Libels as are now obtruded yponthe peo- 
ple, in lieu of pious homities, at re- 
markable or 'feſtival occaſions. Yet, I 
"think, that our late Doctors ,'who' can 
find all Dotrine in any rext, would ea- 
fily have eluded that canonick deſigne. 
If we ſhould parallel the homilies,which 
theſe renowned Farhers have lefr as Le- 
gacies to poſterity , with theſe which 
ur age ruth after, we would find , _ 
| the 


. the firſt were poigged 1efſons of mb 
cation : which fike | 
draw guſhes of tears: 


hearts ofthe molt abdured (ingers:where- 


as many of cheſe laſbare but State«gazers 
wherein che people are informed, ,what 
are the reſglves of the civil Magiſtrate: 
And whereas their firſt inſtirution made 
chem.zAmbaſſadors of glad-tydingsg*be- 
ewixt God and His people, they baye 
made meaty Fo. ern = oY 
' warres wr ods Vic ne. 
His fbjeats” Thus, png 
wilFoft times, likedumſelf, rat 

the ſword as 4 their M «0 
Andfince our Savviour - hath dif 
them, 'as He did Peter, and fille cheir 
hands with the keyes, theſe who" offend 
them,are ſure to/ger ove the head avieh 


theſe. - I confefle , God hath- nor lefe © 


His Church wic ſome 5kilful Pilors, 


rolead in His (ſervants, with ſecuriry;. © 


ro. the harbour of Salyation : to. whom 


cis Diſcougſe and its Author ſhall, pay. 
-- -Qz” | *y 


all} $ 


+ 


a. 
-z 


oſes rod , 8 Fo 
che £ 


*% 


: 
( > IT , . 
ff Ss 
. "4 + my $ 
$ #4 : . & * 
ts. Bot; CHAP, + © 
© —- S : by F: * 
- A o 
s ” 


$5 
208 
Fu 


44 Coke. VII, 


"of the ſtriltneſs of C = 4 


Oft'sf all Churches, do like coy 
M maids, lace their bodies ſo ſtraie, 


that webs on chem aconſomption ; 
= you ye ee, eo have 


for themſeloes tn 
hath poſleſt harc 
hob one ach ſtem'd/the churliſh- 
neflſe of ſome private} Chriſtians, who 
willallow God bar a moſt incot(fidera- 
we number of theſe whom He harh-ad- 
to-make 'up His viſible Church. 
Thus, \ſome Paſtors wiltonly admic rwo 
or three to be geſts ar the Lord's Table, 
"lowing no wedding garment, bne whiar 
igoF therr own gand others,with 
their” unchariable hands, blur *the 
narnies of all rheir- acquaineagces ont” of 
tbe Book of Life, as if theyWwere kte- 
persof His R 'and Rolls ; and will 
only have ſears kept in the Church cri- 
* umphane, for three or four Siſters, who 


” ace(o-frogal of their deyorions , as to 
To 


Or Stu. *n 
ſpare them at home, ro the end hay . © 
be liberal in publick.. Butiborh+ 
ſhould conlideryrhatthe new 
is faid ro have more gates then 
Pub in his Revelaties tells us, that num- 
berſefle numbers were ſeen " 

Lamb; and thar it is noe probable, har 

' the wiſe Framer ofcheworld+ made ſich 
CREUS dwelling as heaven, to be in- 
habice& by ſo inconſi 


wheres hull (bellin the. y of 
believed-rradicion) is only the -#* 
"net 'of rhis ſmall hell cba2h. ok 


the” regvlar members of: 
Chorch were ſav d,yer the 
be ſmall in corfiparifobn of 
The body of! - ag 

A 


EF 8  Th Vow 
(like all other bodies)be compounded of 
copay elemencs. Andalbeir I am nor 
_—_ n,- thatthis- body ſhould be ſuf- 
ra ſwell: with hamours, yer T would 
not wiſh, -thac. it Seals be macerated 
with purgations. ']t's, nails ( chough»bur 
excrementitious parts parts) d nor be fo 
nearly pared, as that the body may bleed; 
yer,they ſhould be ſo pared, as that Chri- 
 Miigns mayinot ſcratch one another. They 
ſhould feed , not upon blood; bur milk : 


4 on are unmannerly gueſts,who will 


ef others co litar their Maſters ta- 
ble with them. «4 

*- It pleaſes mybumonr to contemplate, 

how, chat albeit al ions war againſt 

,areall of chem gover- 

lent fea. and evenby 

in eſte , which they 


ſation of miracles .be ih; coped down by 
_ 5 ery pps mot +bigot relate , 
what - mixac been wrought: by 
the founders: of their Higrarchies , and 
what prophelies they. bave oracnlouſly 
= Andſeing all confeſs, that 
God, r dayes, breaks che proſpe- 

* rous opan gc lame Foo! s on whoſe 


: cop 


A 
- 
PY 


theſe effedts are Te. TE >- 


rq nature, as are: 


| ſweerning of xivers or rarhe ore: Sec- 
ing in che firft, mans will js fore (wit: 
out which ſuch revolitions, d noc be 


effeuared) whereas in the 
ſenſual qualities are on! Grote 
aschey. are nor ſo excellent, BY 


ull -and 


doubt-, 
leſs, are not able to make ſuch reliftance 


as the Soul oFman: Yea, I ſhouldrather ,, a; 
+ rhatthe world being become. old," * 


doubrlefle, bemore mY 
all oldchingsare ) chentc 3 and 
therefore, God doth now vreſelle, —at 
cer objets of admiration - to a mf 
then He" did formerly : For is be- 
come'ſo atheiſtical, char if id noc 
peck His medirarions with ſuch 
le ceſtimonies of the bi, "of an 
filtable power he w d6ubt &&, 
ſhake-off all relalurions of br oh 
- Thus, we fee j#n all che rraft 
John's Revelations, n why 
more frequent , the” neare#'? world" 
E.3 bo  drawerh 


% 


. 


5 which 


. , " 


Lak, 


4 _ "_ 

* The Firtoſs, 
its grave ; and, like all other 
ur ic becomes, he more 


pear , - 
quilite firſt, "op +» rpm of 
Religina even when no older Religion 
was ro-cedeit + atid co "make an cxjtar 
| » ſhould- miracles 
* for fixing any Religion a- 
gainſtrhe received conſtitutions of a'pre- 
| hay A ed Church. Butcoproſec 
Ny hb cemciable, thae 
bee yl ity be notby all, congeded 


=” toany militant Church ; yet, ic is afſu+ 


med by all-Neither- js there any Chbrch 
under "the Sun, which + would - not fix * 
the natne of hererick, and account him 
( almoſt.) reprobare, who would refuſe 
to acknowledge the leaſt rational of rheir 
Principles : and-thus theſe -Charch-men 
pull-up the ladders from the reach of 

+ ochers, aftertbey* have by chem ſeal'd » 
*_ the walls 'of prefermenc: themſelves. 
= LIVE wo. uf immerſe 


The Prote/fone fect 


ſuch are Fompalzgged » | > 2 
rit.in them. Roman-C IK 


he. merits in bis obedience, The the. 


natick, believes: the hon foohen 

2 ceremony , though. taken with 

lictle onward xeſp<R-.:. The Prod © 

Vaan | Allowes it, but will nog kneel, The 
| kneals, but will ngs adore it. 


. | The Church, 16s the SEES, Wh 
' ' condeſcend where it's head lies; 
:andas all confalrens rhas! the- Church }F 
52 iT riltians, ſo n/ all 
ts 4. inions , atid'4 hor 0 os that - 
they baveir to. like the muls 
titude, many heads. - Burin this (a&.i0 all 
Articles, nor. y neceſſary for be- 
ing faved) [ he Laws of my-coun- 
. trey- robe my” #::and that a clear 
decilion'hereinis nor: abſolucely peceſ- 
frying roma” 4s clear _ op, 
. Mm all be faved, 
4 hole coke oabence  — able 6 teach 
} their judgments howtodecide . this ton- Þ 
..rroveriie, wherein ſo' tnany heads bave 
been confounded . ſo' many have been 
Hy and fo ' many*have been® ſhrewd» | 
. ; =, 5 poly. againſt one .anorherg3from 
hich flimty collifions, much firegbur lic- 
tle Gr hath ever -barit forth. 
Jby ne 


REES 

+ Him jovironed” wich 

_ vine!»Majeſty, did 
boy per ur ocirn we”! 
revplageHion (as «<rEcoook vpoerke 


\ Sun ins tub of water, ae” @ © 
His native ſplendor ) the' one was 
r of the Law, the ſecond: eb 
mak of the Creation, and the third is 
the Soul of man , which He Hiinſelf 
hach cold tis is framed afrer His own "> 
rious Image, 'S. 
As for © the firſt mirroue ; the Law ; #3 
God- knowing thar axffinF, or as wererm® | 
it, 4 natiiral conſciengs, were leat © 
digeſts of al{ thar 5-7 fe 
did make'thar mirrour-very heath 
] No. of only ewo pages ybut char 
i lars, '(o mullered | 
n, Nores 37 Conn, rf 2 x 
mirroutyie ſelf is alyoſtis 4: 4 
them'; andi itis very $8 | 


the holy: == 
ed, burwe-never fee ire 
beic the fundamental La 
bles were packed up in 
yer otir Sta me nem em, 4 
fear the thy God with @ 
and, foveli ” ON af - 
the "Apoſtle as/,-in bis 
Pas ro Fam h 
hrift , -and* Him” 
> I am conlifent chat i 


d n 


is 


og oC OW 1D BT $60 


fore, as there ar& Tudet 
cempers ; ſo there are 
ences if different ; 
ry 2s much be 
conſtirttriors do: 54 
fame Doſe would F 
conſtiturion, 
his health ;* 
that porrdl, oh may 
rage which. m 
fi "a 


each mats 


ſenſe it is fig, Prov. 
derflas eh oortefor £4 
and can t © he miſlead 
man muſt 

whar ic apy we 
ficrer thar he ſhould 
rated diftares of oy. 
the reſolurion ofany _ cafe 


ries ode evidl ES | 


% ' + 33 * #7 
FAS © 


* 


_ The oo, 
"that for the ſame that it is more 
_ Fationaleo obey the Law it.lelf , chan the 
: i $ Wy er, who may it be decei- 
ved ie elf, or have a deſign to deceive 
others. : For gd hard endued man with 
; Et ing neceſlary tor working out che 
|, + wor of his own Salvation, wich fear and 
— Bl my 5 He. hath doubtleſs beſtowed 
+ *,- upon him agninrernal Touch-ſtone , by 
oe DC diſcern betwixc good 
fied Ek ro command manto walk 
+. oprighcly, ro beſtow on him eyes 
#0076 , "road , were £0 command a 
dman to walk, and to puniſh him if 
went aſtray. And as the compoſure of 
Io would be imperfe&. and 
nick wanted a palate: to diſcern 
of what is wholeſam, or 
| ; So if che ſoul of man were 

-mor my" 009% Tracy ring by the - 
ALL natural Conſcience, to diffe- 
rence betwixt lawful and unlawful : cer- 
F---4/ the ſoul might be thought ro be bur 
inted. Thos, beaſts ys by. an in* 


= nught their duty , and 
convenient 


an or follow what is 

P04 without conſulting 
thing from withour. And ſhall man 
- 


4 


be tes x 
then che y'p 
by thouſands of 6 , remoyed far. 
from the afliſkance ns or Pulpit*in« 
formers ; and in thathis retire 
- moſt of theſe caſesto bereſo 3's were 
_ d ro think that he chen ; 

f help forcheir reſolution. Antlis 252 
is 2 mod obſer vable inScript war ne 


are ofrcheck*d for quenchi 

bur never for not confultir | 
know it may be: thought, ie 
ſouk of manrages ——_ Mg *e 
of Luſt, Revenge R_— | 
then the > Contntt'y may rave 


ſay, char albeit the ſoul, our a py nord — 
nare deſire to enjoy irs own pleaſli _ 

may ſet its invention a. palliare _ © 
; the (infulneſs of wharir by 
' ſome ſecrer knell, the Conſcience ſounds 
ſtill ics-reproof.  And.I dare ef 1 
never man erred withont a check 
his Conſcience ;nor that few have 
after. an approbation obrained from 
Conſcience of, what he was about :, 
whenwe aſſent'to theſe Doors, i is-irn 
becauſe our Conſciences., or..our.. 
I are theſame)aſſent,c01 


' 6 & po 
a <q 
wa 4 
- as T. +4 
w 0 


G =. 4 
"” by 
_ which 14 16 thatour 
LOaſCEnCes ire” WAITE" 5 be * teved, 

| Propter* quod” «- 

modg; c/# tale, &c, bur to convince us 

6f rhe folly of out addrefſes to rheſe Do= 

.* "ors, "itmay, and often doth'fall our,thac 

- _  thatmay »finme, which 'a _ 
opens to be none, as if my 

did-ſuggeſtto me, char ic were ain ro _ 

Chirch-lands ; if chere-atrer I did buy 

rhem, t were doubtleſs a lin, albeir my 

rs, g the Canons of their 

lar Church, aſſured 'me, rhat the 

-B h-fands were no fin in it 

confidentthen, char this Caſu- 

ty, hath raken irs riſe from che 

Hre Church-men had co know the my 

tery of each "man's breaft, and to che 

"End, nothing of imporr, mighe be under- 

\ Ber withour confalting cheir Cell; per- 

inp'men, that in ordine ad ſpivitualia, 

their onſciences, and conſequently their 

Salvarion, may be intereſted in every Ci- 

vikaffair. And ro confirmchis4 it is moſt 

| obſervable, char tliis Trade is moſt nſed 

"Feſwite and Innovarors, "who defire to 

6. allinerigues and ſubverc alf States, 

ER ſhereas the Primitive Church _—_ . 

, gcn , 


? *% ; 3 


” futh Divinity; 


left any ſuch | _ as Bo, 
Ir may be ur —_ Con- 
ſcience is but hs. hes 'a&' of "rhe Jagg- © 
ment, that as the Jadgmenr is 'an unſare 
guide, che Conſcience cannot pretend'to 
einfallible ; and char the ;one , 45 Ul 
as che orber, is turor'd by the 
principles of ſenſe and cuſtom + And.I 
. ſelf have ſeen my Land-lady in He 
as my troubled in Conſcience for” 
ns fleſh to eat in Lenty "if ſhe bay 
aff our the fleſh of a Chriſtian 0. 
rout ty Dogs ; and fo Atheiſm x 
attribure ro , theſe it 
whereby we'are ied.on (belt 
Deity; and may tell us, chat the. 
metans find themſelves as' mbch 
Conſcience, for cheir P 
phets Canons, as we for ng 
che moral Law. Andchusthe a 
a Deity might have at firſt been br 
in che Council-chamber of a Scareſ- many. - «1 
head,and yer mighr have been,ar char time | 
wy patesz reef aged with 
re Yer, if we pry narrowlh 
Ke. 7 we ſhall pence it ſo! 


> al furry 

I pray you) which 

ſuggeſted to cheſe Polici- 

rthiog ds the Deicy mighc 

- be difſembled ro cheir people for cheir 
p- ane thar cheat , pre-ſuppoſed ſome 
notion of it? Or, how en- 

fuck 6h in their wild heads? 

could. ſo many contemporary ,' 

et far diſtanc, Legiſlarors, fall upon che 

; = thoughes, eſpecially, ir being ſo re- 
hr: from ſenſe 3 and for framing of 
idea, their jence could never 

a ra? Conſcience then muſt 
== elſe chen che fumes of Me- 
2 or, 2/7 xe of Fancy ; for 

allantsz” who are lictle 

po Bogper or can eaſily conquer all other 
, _ not be fo ; noe by 

1 C pangs ;"'W if they 
. were _ infallibly divine , behooved 
| Abrboyx chm and to want all 


rience. 
"x, "bd Ages 2: : war 5h 29h of Can- 
5 an which is a Cadet of chas fame fa- 
- and theſe are ſuch caſes as were 
wm of cheſe late times, / which, 
InſeRs and unclean creatures, may 


«Or "SyitR* © I 
be ſaid generari ex Ta 
ſtance — Ku ws _— Siſter, 
who ask'd if he was oblig'd to __ 
her Car for killing a Mouſe upon 
Sabbarh. ay # Thedlogy, Gogh by 
old doting Wives, and ftudied by, Stare- 
expectants,. who,ro gain applauſe, a 
hope tomount Preferments Saddle, 
uſe of chis gilded Stirrop. F ſhallnop'in- 
= againlt chisfoppery, ws St _ 

poſleſt mens coneeit fo to 
_— preſcribed the eitle of Dir has Trp 
like amereor, which, becauſe it 
no Ob, :and is bur 4mafsof inflathed'yit- 
pours, doth therefore diſappear ittmedi-" 
ately, bow ſodn irs ſubſtance my 
and irs aſhes are now eftomb/d/in the | 
clay with-its brother *twain', -thar 
Non ſenſe, wherin God Almighty was 


created 'with-in familiar 'and not ir-ſupe>? 
riours! 5 


ON au 
* apaane ITS VAIL 
9 AO, mL" F: + 43 

a” SO iid ; 1 


;5 God did lg 


crium- 
in vamiry of their paſſion, 
a0 blow oxcorhith odere,mate 

wy . HO: 1 ro ſhew 
A And wich- 

5 arms * this diviion, lie folded, 
DENG ane 'Tace of mankind, As to 
hee "© who thoald be firk, becauſe 
.are Saran's firſt-born, and ſo: de- 
frve a double portion. of this reproof ) 
conend , rhat whe Scriprures -are 
wrictenio a mean and low ſtile; are in 
% ___— too myſterious, in others r00 
| MAR 2 conan many things incredi- 
Bas repeticions, and many contra- 
diQions. But Jie theſe miſcreanrs ſhould 


conlider, 


he Original. Asa 
er te cares 


. 


Bible, it mult rc 
expreſſions, wherein the Ea. 
find little or no "help om 

and collativn of 5 
chis Book was : 
for all Ages, ESE 
fir_rhat'its 6rd 


co f 


ſe. 
 #* 
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be f 64 The Vertwoſas 
| WB e low; cannot pull what pearches 
.. Andit is;.very ah be Dnag that 
She fenke is greateft. and ripeſt, 
Met the branch. .whereon it hangs, bows 
loweft.. When. God appeared.,to Elijah , 
Xingg.there:came firlt acerrible wind, 
yg eat earthquake, and then 
and yer God. was in notie of theſe, 
utfpoke in the ſhrill ſmall voice. His di- 
Vine Proyidence bath ſo oxder'd' it , char 
Fedotogune cannot be alctib'd to the 
El ,nor flight of Logick, 
1. meer x ricinn of,what js, chere- 
FY our Saviour , will wich 
-illaminare oor ey , as 


tHecany vanqui \Sa- 
rance with any 
a. And as wethinf the Sun's: cir- 
| ER bur licele, becauſe it is (itua- 
above 'us; So we conclude 
pike and excellencies but mean , 
areplac' d above our frail 
{will blame . che Scriptures , 
he f u,{clurks in our ſelves; thar 
STAY YA er artift, 

ck for our diſcaſe,and | 


not 
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-*'Or OW 

not like a'Charietn, with 

ilded nochings. Ir js: 
beſt mere *which GT 

impreſſa;. nor doth che 

Ne call the cleareſt light, * There; 
many things in Scriptu Ny ie he, 
of our frailry y' appear LIES 
warers) to be crooked,” albeic 


ſtraight; Why Atraham' ſhould” 
Kill'd his for! Fſaaxc ; or "the iy 


be 
have borrowed arid nor nada FR 
Wh the belong {ta oboe ml 

ief - ſor -rhefſe belt Pier Gary i 


neither ts ae Feta 

nd ſo God mii ye od by Lp . 
ny He yy to! receive? chem 7 
theſe: who obey'd; erect ti 
then- ſuch! art 5 who: by 

rhe Maſter; receive whar Whey Forn | 
1ylend to otters. Arid as to its 

they differ;ti6 dou frm one oder 
albeir we' (Wlid think aH 

though * by a licele diftarice How a 
of one ſhape }' judge il, in j | - 
'orherwayes. And as an & eMfenc | 
hath well cobſerved, * big 
pointed © theſe reiterated * expr 

co be as'fo many 'witnefſes, to obit- 


F 3 vince 


The Virtaoſe, 
Fs men and bent: z who ſhould 


g of any. one place in 
"ermret jcby what procedes ar 
-anteo lg ITY 
to:theſeathers, in whom the wine 


Ws conſalations, (by being winded 
uf crackt yeſſels of their beads) curns 
Jnto. the. tart. vi of prophane  Sa- 
res, I condole | their conditiqn; for , 
= ſtomach .muſt be. very. corr 
m the .beſt. of alimeve pur vi_e 
and probably, char indigeſted 
being converted into excrementiti- 
'Qus ak humours, 'may caſt themin 
4 wer mbic fhal never coolto all ererr. 
Hity. 1 pitty likewiſe theſe, who,out 
of. "60 madvertent ( and -as they thiok:, 
} ramp jeſt on -_ divine 
krarhs ; ike fapliſhchildren, who love 
rather ro ſpart wich their meer then egr 
HY Ry an they ipr8nd. not to pro- 
MTS yer, they vilife it: And 
y ay. of the Rible 3s of | raking of 
Ri jnquts mourhy , _ muſt 
Y » Rage ne upon delign, to 
pheme and diffame Him; bur muſt not 
gen bur upon. neceſſity; and , like 
Shew-bread » muſt be aſed. = 
when 
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. Oy Stoick. 
when we are in. firaits.'I have: been Tao 
eipateds la& lin my ſelf ; and thers- 

I ſhould makeino arocemene; 
have racher refolved-ro- appeay' before 
the world;. in rhe duſtand+ fackelorti! of 
this Gly Difcourſe, a Pennance,” really; 


a ET I .e" | 
A os 


When Koanſ der how various and ramu=- 
merable are clie aftions of men, moore 
in. all cheſe, rhey need particular: ' in« 
ſtru&ions-from above *the Poley, ad 
mire why. there are ſq evy pat paſſages 
pan. mags het 1 our Oe 

'no affiſftagce. nd GY 
lt {dibink, he 
any waſte of words, Jami 
lieve, that there run many kid 
from Geneſis to! Johns Revelations 5 
in the mittical ſenſe deſerves hi 
name-of God's word:r Mi pandora 
admired 5 mo 6 
baſtard is there voluminouſl 
ed roloaly ane 
wes.concerned therein if P awkGal. 4; 24. 
had not diſcovered 'vhe myſtery: to usd 
By:-whych , mother! thing” 4s 
meant : For , theſe rwo mochers. axethe 
F 4 wo 


68 / The {intueſs , 
ewo Teſtaments,' the ane which is Mgr, 
- ofmount- Sinai," which gendererth-unto 
bondage, &«c. FEmight here telare many 
excHilent alluſions ro prove rhis;;: bue' I 
ſhall atisfie myſelf with one whichi did 
reaid4o ane Dotter Evert ; whis, preach- 
ing upon Joſha, 1 5. 16.:Then Caleb ſaid; 
be who ſmiteth Kirjath-ſepher and taketh 
1ty/1enrer 00 hinm will Egivie Achſal-avy dangh- 
ter. + wife» nd + Othiniel tork. tt, 8. 
faith,:char':Calch, ſignifies a ,good heart , 
Kirjath-ſepher he City: of the Letter , 
wichfats 'alte Fifangt Othniel Got oppor - 
twnity,-;' And fo !'the:: myſtical::tenſe 
twiis, 8B00dhbearofaicdey thar wwhbever . 
willrgke-in 1(andmice;! as Afoſe: did rhe 
rock} the Lerter of the word, ſhalthave 
ele which .-furks - under: io diſco- 
nd. given to.bhim.. And Gods own 
time& be dnly mean for accompliſhing 
conkers | | is mb&tremarkablte;rchac 
wy: wlitclh wascaHed Xmnjarbsſe 
befaiie-ic was takennin; or ,- the xt 
the betas; afrerir was conquered , 
cated Dehjr,. which fgnifies.-ancOra- 
clez ta thar rhe! Word-or Letter is 'no 
Oracleiz till ir-be ance, as'' ir'were;, 
taken inand overcame. Since the read- 


”, 
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pode Nd thy , 7' believe "tar 'thar 
profit tnore 'by” a 
Lexicon, then "by*F/ thouſand "Fog 
LeAures 
Theſe. &lio detr$&" from Scriptire , 
by attriburing the produttion of mira- 
cles; tonatural cauſes, do nor much fiſ- 
parage the power of God, bur. 
apa Meir depravelincentin {y 
che Fup bis'omnipotency : For'cert! 
if theſe miracles No Talks; tl by 
condary "cauſes ;* then” dv 
prodaRie fan Was 
chety' by the Almight 4 
maker ach ms NE} TE 
eferppodoce Nd tu- 
— te” as. iris more difficule \ 
for # prear Maſter; to form 'curigus! 
admirable Charjae when he leads A 
ſcholfars hand 8 ten when he Fee 
theny with bis Oi, for, ſuch ra 
miy-be culled 7 effting «ff 4 fie 
not likewiſe bur blame many 
Preachers, who Farfier many 
holy Texts ; and rachet” make new 
nings , "Fuitinig wirf/ their Privare'd 
then © telf”.che meaning ot rhe Spirit, 
Wiio would not *have lavgh'd' ro af a 


% 
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a Prexbyterion obſerve, from the. fir 
of Geneſis, firſt verſe, that whit 
Adoſes relates what God made, be ſpeaks 
nothing of Biſhops ; - 8 which i it way C- 
videos { faid Don, ot's Chaplanm) 
chat Biſbeps were nat of divine Inftizutign 
a5 ridiculonsas that of a Prieit, 
Maris ſpoken of for to 
nt oe brag that he had fonnd | 
ON Aero eomed in, che old Teſta- 
S: AlbeitT "2g k preaching no-part 
pitt Worſhip, þ earing being {g0 a- 
;..yet, love lItogo to Church, 
BE Ba ſee a muttirude men toge- 
= ;#+.cenfeſs thar_there is 4; God : 


| I eq ta;hear 1 care not whe 
” NEAR Fete Fiſhermen 
!? , dow Rok ” when it 
1p at bo: ide: 994; Fes 
che moſt [i "rophee.., of our 
jan Fa'rh ) = ſent; for.contiry 
maropn gr $a Peter or-Jowe: at form alom, 
bur tg, Aneriar, one of the meaneft a- 
melt che Diſciples And ſeeing ouy Sal- 
£n, by preacbingy is a miracle; ir is 
Wi a ggks uh greater, by how much 
uments are. When the 
Pulpit. was a mount Sin«i,, from 
gat \U ; which 


. 


+ Or Stoich. '". 


which the Law was thundered5” or 'n 
monne of Olives,” wheregp Gu Sy | 
glorious transformation} was $6 be ſee 
n-wereSermons to be honoured ; buy 
fwiceir isbecdmhe 4 mount Cal-atr, where 
on our bleſſed Saviour ſuffers 'tzily, by 
ſcandalous railings, Ser become 
unſavoury for the moſt part, T barero 
ſee that divine place made eicher a Bar,  / 
whereat ſecular quaxtels are,with paſſion, 
pleaded ; ora Stage, whereon revenge 
is, by Satyres, ſatisfied ; or,.4 
chair, from which eciareMlighe. \ 
ons are myRerioaſly debated; bue . 


—_ all cheſe* innovations, 
ded be our infant Divines;"F' lfare n 
more - then thar of giving" reafans" 
proving the- Doitrine, which being $ 
eur ir ſelf, can” be proved by no 
thar is more-certain, As for. inſtance, 1 
when the DoAtine is, that God Tovi®. mt 
freely; how ean this be' proved more -. 
convincingly chan chus , my Text [ayes | 
it? and that is iders: per iden ; « Eh 
unlogical kind. of probation. 
Lthen go ts Church, 1 fhonld love 
ſpend my time in praiſes and prayers; 
which as they arethe only onions J 
tio, 


© 


C 
_ 
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won, ſe:are:they. the, natural 'imploy- 
ments of the Church, eigher Militanc or 
Triumphant : Yer, it diſpleaſes me to hear 
our young Pulpitiresscrirgh and cry, like 
Baal's Prieſts, as if God. were no nearer 
them chen che -vilible Heavens. 


pr —_ th. 


Crap, IX, - 


of the 21, or al Law: 21 


* FT hongurs much our jmployment, thar 
Fs Almighty was the firit and grear 
Law giver 5-.4nd that; our; blefled* Savis 

* ourfſliles; lymſelf our Advocat. , Anid: ir 

- 3s 40. amazing, wonder that: we are -;tyed 

- only by cen Laws; .wbereof ſeven were 

enafted . doubcleſs for ,our advantage 

and, reſpe&; more immediatly the: ſe» 
£urity of the creature then the honour 

eator ; and-arg- {ich reſtraints 
as men behqyed to have; laid upon one 
another , and, which \nature layes upon 
ps all, And.albeic Iangh at the Jewiſh 

Cabala,, which ſayes , that: the moral 

Law was written, two thouſand years be: 

6 fore Meſer,in black letters at the back 'of 

a 
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a-clear. burning fire : Yet, can I.not, ap»; 
prove Tertullins wit, who endegyours to, 
find all cheſe ren .in the prohibition made; 
art ee There "_e indeed ops, ſing. 
which ſcarce a conlequence ,can 
within the verge of theſe SP 
ments. As for inſtance, Drunkennefs:. _ 
Yer, theſe are ſuch. as are ſo deſtructive: 
ro our narure, that.there ngeds po Lon. 
be made againſt chem, So rhat che Pri 
hit. witily, co whom that ſin. being con- 
feſſed , enjoyned as a Pennance, their 
being drunk a ſecond time ; which makes, 
me conclude, that if Drunkennels. were 
to be ranged under, any of chele Laws, 
it would Af moſt naturally under that, 
Thou. ſhalt not kill. Albeir_rhe, fourth 
Commandmenr. ſeems to reſpe&t only 
the lidnour, of God, and. that the crea» 
ture. ſeems to be no wayes bettered by 
ic ; Yer, our more ſerious obſervation 
will diſcover, that all belabouring crea- 
tures, as. it were, expett an caſe the ſe; 
venth day. more. then any ocher. Whe- 
ther. .ic be , that nature is. by, cuſtome 
framed to that expeRarion, I cannoc.cell: 
Butr,, we ſee that God choic'd char yum; 
ber to. be. che year. of Jubile. amongh 

is 
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his own'people, and hat ic is the period 

of all rhe feveral' confiftencies in our 

—_ puberty, &c. And for this 
Phyſicians obſerve, that the child 

born in feventh monech is ſtronper 

then that which is born in che eighth ; be- 


- .. etſe in the ſeventh iris cometoa knot, 


by paſſing whereof, inthe eighthit isin 
aſtate of imperfeRion : Bar, whar rhe 
myſtery of this hoſy Climarerick is , I 
referr till we'come co that $abbark of reſt, 
wherear we ordinarily arrive after ſeven 
rimes nine years hath ſnowed upon us, 
We ftnay chink, rhar if God had inten- 
ded; thar' 'one and the ſame day of rhe 


week ſhould have been eppropelitel 


t& have been a Sabbath, He had deſig- 
ned 'each day by a ſpecial term, and 
had commanded, thar a day of ſuch a de- 
ſipnarion, ſhould have been ſequeſtrared 
for a Sabbath ; and chat by deſigning 0n- 
ly the feventh day He did leave a liber- 
fy to employ any day of the fevench for 
thar uſe. Yer, it is remarkable, rhat 
Aﬀoſts nor the Jewiſh Church darſt nor 
attempt"che. change of rheir new-years 
day ; bte that che Almighry was plea- 
{cd ro beftow a peculiar fan&tion ws 

chat 


Or-Stoick, © 5p. 
thac alteration : Fats Eve Exod. Ry "i 
commands, char che monerh 
er de fi moneth 
— 

Wherefore, ſcei ing 0 eath 'Narion 
ntdecute divers Sabbat A ym 1 
per char there is fomerhing of hnmour 
if it as well as of Religion. '' "The fr 
rrows Mahumeran chooſerh Etfd 
dies Veneris ; The dall Jew a Figs 
day ; The warlick Pa tans 
Mari-day ; The cherry E wer 
- And albeit the Chriltans + in- 

venced only by iration 3 1am 
conkdent, y & Arne) twin wa AA fotiow 
char for Religion, which ſued beſt with 
theire nacural remper. But «this is' a 
mediation which ſhonld © eravel ns- 
where beyond a mans private Movys 
leſt ic meer with enmity and beger ſtan- 
dal. 

Ie wonld puzzle a hearhen mich to hear, 
that he who breaks one of theſe Laws, 
is guilty of che' breach of all : Bur, ir 
eroubles nor me, ſeeing all thefe La 
are made to ſhew our obedience, ; 
the breach of any one of chem ſhewes 


our contempt of him who the author of 
all. 


y Ti 
4 
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all-- . And it may oh: mas typified in 
65,5. K 


0 
rain n ; Tables with one 
| ; ere came down-from 

the. Mounc.: For, it 4 breaking , of 
them.1had nor been., pre-defigned- for 
Tome hidend , doubrleſs he had beenre- 
proved for . his neghgence. However, 
we- may-from this tearn che deſpgrte 
nature -of pation , which made: A4oſes , 
who was the meekeſt man upon earch, 
break all the Laws of Gd inone. a&t« 
It might be alſo argued, that ſeeing all 
the Laws of the ſecond Table were e- 
naced for, and reſpe& ultimately, the 
advanrage of Man, that where man is nor 
wronged,there che Law cannot be broke, ' 
And thus, if a married Man ſhould have 
liberty from his wife co take another wo- 
man., this could be no. more reputed a- 
'dulcery, then it could be reputed cheft 
to take what belongs to our neighbour, 
bimſelf conſenting ; and that Pl this 
cauſe, Jacobs begetring children with his 
- wites maids, is not in Scripture reproved 
as adulrery, becauſe, they. were given to 
him by her ſelt for chat effe& : bur ſecing 
thepraQice,ofallthe world condemns thus 
concluſion, far be it.from.me to exproſ ic 

urther 
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Lawgtches Fw 2 
_ in .almoſt-one | 


pe 8 4 > 
poet oe vs 9 *X me ye | 
Law, 1 admize why ir hc 
gioully obſerved by. 
illy (ecings a5 es ch 
+ of Juſtice a 
this of 
dicealy » al ia Dian 


they be placey (among 


fy ©, »P 


Sa Jes 
oe tos e fievarions and Rances. 
Tuits even'wic h concrary 


q p - hints and-the unequali complexions 


-_ - of all Nations. "Tkhow-rbat the Cere- 
”, - Monial Law is likewayes inſert amongſt» 
rhe other holy Canons, and yet binds 
nol us who live under the juriſdition of 
che Goſpel : Bur, the reaſon of this 
ſeems to be; becauſe theſe" did immedi- 
acely concetn the Jewiſs Church, and 
were converſane abour theſe holy things, 
And ſo, ſecing/the Old Teſtament is a 
deſcripr their Hierarchy , and /vf 
- God's Way of working in the rirhes , I 
wonder not'to ſee the Ceremonies amid 
other ſacred Truths, and yet-nor _— 
—— exprelly abrogare.” Bur, if 
a judiei;] Law, which fefpetednot the® 
s Higrar hy of thar Church, was obligatory 
ovly |'the Jewifs Stare was in be- 
'Ing,,"1' adrfſire why the Spirir of God 
.._ took ſs ewwch! pains, firſt to pers it,. and 
-. *wlien to deliver ir (g Canon-like to poſte- 
It AE eee it is # principle in Law and 
4 no, that Laws moſt fill Rand ip vi- * 


gore: rill Ew expteſly Sbr , and 


muſt -noc be derc gued from by conſe- 
hb or'p:eſurr 4woly FYeimue why 


this 


-* 49%. "vn 
Tx CL” 


th Lane; whdch GodOMÞ I; 
expreſ Text, hou be woW Joh! 
25 Scartites \no-wWiſe I.4/t4 witty, 
ery) thayonr Sooke? when ga 
corvited of adviltery ,: was we 
Him, dd ' nor, accotding ro RN 
proyovnce the ſentence of 'deathi'#&M 
her'; whence ſome think, chxt'Chup 
mer?, following their Motirs 
ſtibuld not give their ſuffrax 

caſes, nd have only PP 
bloodleſs Juriſcifion ; -forÞ- 
ippointed ro be Nurſes ,; 2} 


.9 Bat, i as rg : 


wa «> ts Se 

fins, 4nd wor t 

brogare the Law**#h@& 4 

hred Him who w 4 

the firt one ar Ht” Ana 
conjedtured, thee heſewords v 
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, | and. ſhould , never be 

3 Rahþics Cabalaliick 

3X eden) is alledged that 
berg-ar6 many precepis:in that, corpys 7 u- 

ua which m(perts only the bumor akxbe. 
Iopys Fecmis Thy (205 caphe raged; hor 
caiaiply, thefr,. murder, aod thele. ouber 
cuBes+ puniſhed. there, are the. ame 
Ki x hate 7 $aMmobgR us; and.{o. 


why Rs eafcer thac as man” 


> wonld likews yes 
uo oatpohry yg howto ad- 


icero others, i -!, - 
ST "F" Law morexben 
Auchority CE ciado 16. 48 


hi be.obligecory-in all ages, d tbe 

reaſon-yheceon ic -1s, founded-ſhould;.be 

- andin what, Laws do chefe yp 

15465 appear mores-or {0 muchk;. as io 

Indicial Laws of the Jews » iyhe! | 7 ane 
YerabLaw-give Was Lager 


occahi on, 


0 thin Je 2NTEDBT: r 
men thorny ro 

batSe It as: F-4 ay0s 
cores 7nd af * chete- 


\ For all that our Atv 
leſt what is n6w-eereiia | 
cettzin. Albete a Tu vit46 
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needed not. | 
quainted,! char adulcery was a fn, a5; thac 
a gelerved death ; andif we allow 

Que Caprieaeus bumar the liberty io rejeR 
bar w# thunk inconvenient, we may ar 
TIYE a.that picch.pf licent.ouſpels)as 


| amor, . 
76 Many things much miſtaken 
\/, makes the diſſonancy 
| Lawy appear ſo. much 
,A8-tor inftznce, ic. is con- 


=" n—_—_ "7 wa = OY; WW wy 


- Or Stock: 
which, is is leveV'd. And :if-chis argu» 
ment concluded, why ſhould +dulcery 
have been puniſhed wich death by thi 
Law, ſeeing there ſeems no: proportiob 
berwixc that guiltiand death ?Forg1f vite 
& fama b: in Law .aquipereby that ſame 
Law,pecnnia oft alter ſanguwe. Bur, if there 
be. po proportion ixt goods” and 
life, and if the menc--of thefc, 
when-it's aggtag'd to n's greateſt heights 
Ccannor., in their opinion, reach fo» far 88 
to be capital ; Why was it, thee bychar 
Law: nocturnal cheeves mighti/have bees 
killed by choſe who fonvd them ?: Zxud, 
22:3, For, it appearg againſt reaſongithar 
more ſhould be permitted to a priviiteand 
aſhonace party, ther to'z dilaintesefied 
Fadge. And it 8 clear by 2Sam; 13:5. 
that thefc was in ſome caſes capital ; For, 
there . David vows ,; that he who took 
his neighbours one ſbeep, and ſpated His 
own-many z- ſhould! forely dieig'which 
being ſpoke Þy a. juſt Kipg co-apſexcel- 
pot. reproved, mult ty 


lent Prophet, 

be-cboughr a laſt on» byte 
f ſenceng pony lege 
two theeves crucified -by tbe  Femerar uhe | 
ſame turns ich,o uf everiglorious'$2 6 
G 4 which 7 


. 


berepaiced by refituci. 

| ery capnor, 'Afd 
albeic the judiciaEBay Commands refli- 
cation ovly in rhe chefrof an ox orfieep, 


(r mall momepr, and which may 
be fiviley to ſarisfie rather bonger chen 
taft) yersT' ſee. n6 limity Ter ro Judges, 
commanding chem nor © inflict a,copical 
| win. ane Caſes :©For 
eps + zhe who feals,may, for onghr he 
himſelf /knows,be abour .the committing 
of mncder-feting ro Red] whar ſhould alt- 
-4 mene iny p6or one, is, is effeR, rhe ſame 
_- Khir afro murder him.Ir is muct{Cofitro- 
" vitted; ff this Law prohibjes ſeif-otarder, 


” und brhinkic dork; For, ormmand- 
_ t#r6 lovevurgeighibgur as obffelt;- and 
fo} fiuce re'ore ed n6r'to Kill 
or Hei 't Law wa like- 


wayes faibid ouoFiling of om felyes But 
the -reafort worn :0d7.00 me 
C3 ot - - 0 ' le 

FOX qUforone IF RN Was) Ro 


's; 


Be 


Spitix of Caetknew that the ney 
hon we have- -ngiioft death, s 
| rhis, do mvre then ſupp Fa ralph pom of 
thiac theſe 'who would be ſo deſperact 
45 to'neglet the one, wouſd never > 
ous 4v9to obey the order; Or el 
th dee unwilling) by making. Sucks 
Liw;; to intirmace ro the world; cHacſach 
a fin-might de cormiged: Yer, infeems 
nay vge,” (har many arevha. es 
35 Sagf 9 and others, to 
es ve pgaioft whom $0 c | 
rot holy Records. Bur oo 
uponcte ro-beſiow 2 


ul LiDara ve 
Nt 5% —# 
"Ni od witroun where God - 
m 9 t0 be ſen; is thar of _ 
mt "2nid in"that #4 'F;/twoſe may <ol> 
It be ng _ Y 


poapocanywrm nr Ws by Go@4 
$1 catradivigery mark of His fave 
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Y thac be. underſtood che wee 
Siioipt s or notions of /Dixinir 
is ſaid, 'that/he knew all from 

Ade. of Lebanon to the Hyſope chac 
ows upon the wall.. And in earneht, it is 
chat when man comes'inro the 
gallery of this World, be ſhould cake ſuch 
j rep 19 g3zing opon theſe ili-drawn 
which have only paſt the pencil 
of ——_ wit, 4nd ſhould nat fix his ad- 
mitation upor, cheſe gloriogg. creacures, 
which ace. che works of that-great Ma- 
-ſer;/ i framing whereof, God 15 con. 
xeax co be (aid co have ſpent fix days ,, ro 
end, char man might agmire the ef- 
of ſo, much pains z whergas Hig om- 
 Hiporericy might, with anc fee,have ſom- 
* monedthemallto appear, apparell'd in 
" ., theſe gorgeous: dreſſes which. now - a- 
» dorns them. And ir 18 as Rrange ,- thac 
_ mw char huge volumn of the 
Creatian to revolve,  wherein- js ſuch at 
infinice namber '6f curions tale- duces, to 
ſgalt bis eyes with cucioſity,-andro fur- 
niſb bis ſoul wich: ſolid keewledge ; be 
i notyichiianding ſpend, mich 


- 4 are but -DVED 1e 
ines, ny And becauſe the Gra 
was ſo groſs, as: nar ts 

| Rand God's grearneſs by the abſiraRt 
which infiv3t preſenred ene] Thire- 
fore, .co teach that ſevfual/croud i 
the erungh-mzaprie of ſenſe He Si 
fowed upon them this 
in they may {te how i 


| of Oenfern, " 


T Admire - thac och Þ fophers 
ſoon Wyſs M | walk 4x he 
-Lont, ean.atlow 0! ; 
"dem to-beths we .ocent 
{gas ous 
ap 


Wn ame £ _ | 


Creatiees are indeed Wiſt-agioiay 

ob this great Parrergi bins ir- 

ett impigurtoubink, that His! Aft tan 
de aliftakeri/1in>) framing * by) Veſlet: 
þ wwe ecbing on ec to beticye; thac dt 
Tc che: Schools cerm 
Siacentionsz then 


£ __ nie va Xt 
Big ins varie: ct fs db Aid her wich in- 
x SEE is. "Neither rerm 
Tan ophibdice, man or womin, ac- 
by cues © the: p:eyalency of thac Sex 
ine, 10 more then I 
x che Painesr, when he hath deli- 
: Nan etniid, reſs1- 
JIG by. oniatt ot Mfr; and 
Ne”, "piet'# op of 
1 1615the hi Ev? tc on 
getÞ fp ory yy eoy- 

| = rs ke Which" fee 


,wagt 
vo Lene 


, Fwre 


theſe ſparkling crea 
naedor. ſome uſe ; 
theſe ſecve for no noſe e 


wearing of them is moſt alowablgs 

Oe of bow &.. Y./cOMr- 
Paypes \,, WOIC , CHEATED 
(elves ; 48.4 {© hed by n, fat 


wanting after the Cteaciobwal TY 
whereja man could ſupply , An 
Nature. The beftowing of-, "mn ; 
poundsypona Tulip, ares; thoukng ons © - 
P\Ruee,-are nor to me che meer ral 

lyxuty; but are courſes pre-o 
the Almighty, for retyrnihgto x 
uſans abat oc Range bon dial; 
wrt moli apjutily (crevys nan, - 


v; 


81 


96 The Virtmſo, 


hand® Tc is our e of nature's my- 
ahi paces 'fome , if 
moſt of the creacures,ſeive rather for 
beamifyiog thetfiverſe, they for ſupply- 
ibgmecefſicy ; an'etror which experignce 
IY confates : So, choſe herBs'which of 
old Elozhed only the vninhabited moun- 
tains, do now deſerye their own place ih 
Apothecaries ſhops. And it is moſt ob- 
yEnc , that” rhe 'Scurvy 'graws n6- 
#& buc where the diſeaſe rages which 
wenred by ic. "Seeing God loved vatiery 
in-<k& Credtion;” He -cannor hate curio- 
ty /theſe'rwo beins correſpon- 
py ard rhe one Wichout the other 

$e bar as lowers to the blind; oc 


tothe deaf. T laugh it the ftuicleſs 
| chyas travel to Joppa or 
Go ſariefie—yheic curiofiry ; there 


; Tredaikins ofer in eath Tohp, 
Wewwen's Court 1n each” Lilly of 
. And ſceing mens tempers ate fo 


og 4c wis 5 Wonder that the ctes- 
1 hich were made for his aſe ſhould 


hb n made proportional to his ho- 
gr : Bucs ſeeing arc hach in many things 
-copied N: ture co the life, Ithiok nor the 


| _one'y not yatiety to beſeen _—__ 
; ID ; ' x 


own att fails. 

Theſe who expeRcquil evcellency io 
the parrs of this curious Fabricks- do nag” 
voderſtand wherein irs Syromectie- cons: 
fits, All cas, org of an Inſtrument ſound. 


v1 3 and yer up 
x Foray che EEE ILS 
ip ſome places deform'd and parches 
itisvhere che morher: of. rich 
(hs if God.intended t 2 grear 
rion where Hz: bed an itt tace ) and 
whir we think defortmries, were placed 
there as parches, ang are no/ more bles 


miſhes, cben rhe ſpots are to che 4 
- I confeſs, thar at firſt. ic I 
my enquiry, {or what end ; > 


tains were. made ſo near eboared | 
the divided clouds + avd I once imagin'd; * 
that theſe wEe rather the effets of the / 
flood , then creatures at firſt inrend 
and were bue the - rubbiſh and; 
which the @ iwpertnous Waters had 


£ 


wn. 


z It is Meagher the Heavens , Hills; 
the rellbfthe Creations are: {aid to 
' byar ovedace;+ Tris then moreprobabie,: 
rat God foreſecing char rhefuttof con. 
| would, like- rhe of. rhe: 
QGompa(s, lovk of. Noth ; ag isgvident by: 
comparing alt che Monatchiend(fir che: 
lan , : cliew- Gritian , ; hen! Reman $ 
119Wy German) dideherefore beund ambi+ 
eiog, as it, were bigh Hlitls,-{ albeic 
fince' Ambitiow lth toornd{ea way io: 
chmboycrrbem)»as if ble told them , 
thad chey (honid march no farther. Thus, 
y abſerrabley, rhar the narthern 
"ime-Kingdom, are alwayes more 
| then che Sourhern 4limics of- che 
Countrey which lies ro the-Notth of ir, 
The Norctr of Zxglax{ more mountain- 
otis and barren then che ſouth of Scotland, 
s]þeic ic lye-vEarer the Sun ; che South of 
£#nx{and more pleaſant and fertile then 
Bn North of - Fyaxce ; andthe South of 
France 


I 


'0- "Srack, 


France then t E Joh of Italy, 8 £ 
We muſt es OY 
ture bruiſed its. face (6; when it , 
dam , that it did pA of | 
cheſe blemiſhes whigh now com i = 

and char as it waxes 01d, irs native, Y 
isthe more deformed by Eooius's 
kles. _ We' cantor. judge. what, ig.w. 
in bealch., b its, preſcne difſtempe 
condition, wherein it groans 
feth in pain, as t he Apoſtle telus 
the differences berwixt cheſe, tw $19. Be 

may be known from this, that God, when « 
He compleared the Go, Fu! thar 
all was good ; whereas Spin of bavirig 
reviewed it in hiscime, faw all tobs. Var 
nity and vexation of ſpiric. , 


D£\ , 
A— OOO O98 : .  3ohr* 2 
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Yy "the <5 


Creations 


_ - The Virtoſe 
Creations He had pleniſhed his houſe a- | 
bundantly. for him. © And albeir in the 
creation of all other creatures, .it is only 
faid;thar God ſpoke and it was: Yer,when 
Man was to be d, che cabinet Coun- 
cil of Heaven was called, and it is faid[ let 
«]as if more art had been co be ſhew- 
ed here, chen in all the remanenc Fa- 
brick of the terraqueous Globe , and 
orious Circles of Heaven. It is like- 
Fl "obſervable, chat albeic all the 
| 'of the Sea were formed by one 
word ,' all rhe beaſts of the field by one 

* at, &fc." Yet, God was pleaſed to be- 
tow ewo npon the creation of Xſan ; by 
the firſt, his body was created our of 
the duft, and thereafrer,was breathed in, 
his ſoul. And albeir tranſient mention 
is only, made of all other Crearions ; yer 
the hiſtory of Mans Creation is twice 
| y Once, Gen, 1. 27. and again, 
2.7. And, leit char foreſeen deformi- 
ty, wherewich he was 'to be beſrmeared 
after his fall, ſhould make .it be queſtio- 
ned; thar'ae bis firft crearion he had re- 
ceived the impreſſaof 'Gods Tinage, this'is 
oft repeared: For, it che 26. v. Gen. 1,it is 
faid, Lot we mike man in on r image ;andthen 
* "I! ' 07R « again, 


"Or Stoke 9 
again, end after owt likeveſs.,., And. inthe 
27 tr ror. oats ln ts aw | 
mg again immed of: God y'vy ct 


Rr 


res bled intheiniceetinend 


ered by ics firſt fall, and this divine in- 
our 


preſſa, and Prince » ſo worn qut, 
old and vicious habits, chat; ; ge- 
nealogy had nor been lo oft. i 

we could not but have called jg ingque- 
ſion , albeir our yanity be ready $791 4 | 
to. believe a deſcent ſo royal add 

lime. Wherefore 1 muſt — the 
folly of Acheilts;, who , by 4 
Deity, cloud their own . noble 
right. | 
But, albeit man be made after Gods | 
Image, yer, that can be no argument &@ ©, 
conclude , rhat cherefore God be 
made afrer mans image, or repreſented 
under his figure, as the Anthr 
phirs fooliſhly concend, no.more, then if 
we ſhould conclude, thar becauſe a-Copy 
may be takenof an Original,therefore an 
Original may be taken of a Copy, Nei- 
ther is chis repreſencacion faly'd from be- 
ing _ alleging thatche i uy is 


4s, Sd 
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hot worſh , bur God; who is repre” 
_ ſented err it hath been well ob 
ferve#by an ancient Father, 'char.idola”. 
wy-\ it Seripture” is" ealed _ 
And 'it'1$* id godd "excife-for an, adn 
rerefs, chat the did lye with another be- 
cauſe-heE "repreſented her Husbane-to 
her ',{#nd" reſembled im as a Coppy 
. dotly-it3 Qriginal - -Yergſeeing nothing 
isr00med: in- our|judgement and appre- 
henſfionut what firſtentred by thgwick- 
et d£-Tere3" it is almofl itapolhble for 
man to conceive the jdev of any thing but 
veſted with ſome tape, as each mane toy 
+ refletions wilk abimdancly colrmee 
im. $67 54 8 1 : & 
&s the boundleſs Ocean keeps 'and 
ſhews ies -well-drawf mages , whilſt ic 
Kands quiet, with 4'face-poliſhr like a 
CH cake, bur Toſes' them "immedi- 
ately; tidiw Toon its proud waves begin co 
ſwell and enrage, to ſpirits froathy foam 
in' the face of the 'angry Heavens oz 
whilit # Stoical indolency and Chriitian 
repoſe fmoorhs our reſtleſs ſpiries,ir is-6ri- 
ly then, thathe ſont of tian can beſaid' to 
retdlty thar- pforious' image of God 1Al- 
Mighty, wich which | was nprefied ar 
pt 1 - its 
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ity,, But, wherbthe waves 
of cle eo ron erhe wes 
Vanity tO . ! ap gIGt —_ 
mg nnd erned. in himpghen 
 Madows andarepreknramigngrat 


| 4n>look- 
uk objeds (4 be. {een ant difcerned 
18he diſquiazung baſom Df rhe troubled 
6% 221 244 215 Yao) ot” 
LYKIBELD 2.97 27b'6 YR © 2A+ 
ob 33 $19 91919 co: 2t ae * 
| GCirai po XILRG 5:25; 39115 
AUNTS uw 9&it: 3 wy 
Of the inomartabity of rahenfumt. | 
= 446 54h ' 1464162 Nat 40f A 
MP He ſtings of a natural"ganſcience , 
_ which,according to each mans aR- 
- Ings, creacetobjmeitheragnes of feargor 
paradiſes. of joy; do by theſe inating” - . _ 
preſages, convince us of thez/i cality 
of che ſoul ; and ſeeing we:fewirs: pre- © 
diftions, both. in" dreams ;-in*ddthps of 
melancholy, .and. ſuch like enchufiaſtic 
_ ; fits, followed--by ſairable events ; why 
may we notlicewayes beleiveirs prediavi- 
., 00s as © its own -immortaliry; it Deng 
. the prudence of: a irtuoſ0-ro-luy hold © 
every means which may: allay che L 
of; his-heredicary misfortunes? And to" $ 
H3 whats 


we 
o 


ears or pon 
ments? Moreover , feeing God is Juft 
He will pitiſh and rewatd : and thefe- 
"fore, he puniſhes and rewards not 
men according to their\merits, or deme- 
rits here, there muſt be doubrleſs a fu- 
rure ſtare whetein thar' is co. be expetted, 
Bur, that which convinces .my private 
Judgment" moſt of chis rruch, is, rhar-the 
. nobleſt Souls,iand rhe Caopate Spins 
do; of all brehers, mot delire the Rare 
of ſeparation , and have the weakeſt at- 
taches ro--this life ; which muſt doubtleſs 
- proceed from an aflurance of immorta- 
ity, and that ic hath, fromthe Piſgah of 
jts contemplation, gor a view of the ſpi- 
" ricval-Canacn : For, nay rhe brariſheſt 
of creatures abhors annihilation, as the 
moſt averſable i} in - nature , doubtleſs 
the ſoul of man, which. is the moſt divine 
of all creatures, would never appete 
this ſeparation, if by ir ic were to be ex- 
tin and to. beno more. And how = 
ford 


riſh with the c foul be , 


: 


it could be pro enungel, 
the ſwife rt 
—_— of cape} an. is more bog: or foes 


As theſoul is Gods Image, $0 its Re: 
dutsare che Images of His admirab 


rations. Do not Mathemarici 

les, Doves, and ſuch like pda 
And ſpring not flowers from ra y- 
miſts glafſes? And thus art, which 
mans off-spring, doth ape naturegwhich 
is the workmanſhip of the Almightys 
and therefore, ſeeing the ſoul can 
one thoughe graſp borh the Pol 
can" dart our it's conceits as far as' 


H4 furtheſt 


dents which deſtroy the hod y cannot 
reach it? how can 'the, heat of ane 


x 
- 
S.- 


E iſo ® Th Kirwſo, 
" furtheſt borders of the , imaginary ſpaces, 
re Worlds and order, and diſorder, 
aft char" is.in this which is. already crea- 
red; irs” range to think it to be eicher 
corporeal or. mortal ;'-Fox, if it were 
corpoteal ahd a maſs of blood, its a&t- 
ings would be left and dell, neither 
could ics motions be ſo nimble and wing: 
c 


ed," 35 are cthelgof or agile ſpirits, 

ay, it NT, EN te heads , 
to iti all rlieſe innumerable ideas (which 
are Wn them) if theſe were all cor- 
bat al: and if theſe be not corporeal,thar 
which produces them moſt be doubrleſs 
incorporeal, ſeeing /zxile generatur a ſimi- 
hi 2 nd dull fleſh bf blood could neyer 

produce ſuch ſpiritual emenations. * 

_ As the ſou] is Gods Image, fo in this 
it reſembles Himvery much, chat we can 
| orhing of its nature withour ts 
ance : likea dark langhorn, or 
a Ipy, it diſcovers eyery thing tous," ex- 
cept it ſelf.” And" becauſe it , refuſes 
vs the light of irs candle, whileſt we 
ze-ifthe queſt of irs myſteries ; there- 
E 


r of is , that. our .re-ſcarches. of its 
'offt 


. 


nature are gropeings in the dark : and 
'{@offtines vain, if not ridiculous. Avi- 


cenna, 


' © eenndyAverroes, and the remnant of .thar” . 
,  Arabiantribe, admiring its prodigious. 
. effeds," did arrribute, our, ſpiricaal, me-+ 
. tions to afliſtirg Angels,  as-if ſuch admi- + © 
rable notions could not be fathered-nupon _ * 
leſs ſyblime cauſes ;. which Cardan likgy © 
wayes thinks,'do offer their affiftancegnd 1 
li ſenlifive creatures, bur that. | 
EF churliſhneſle of cheir,matrer will nar 
| ferthem to entercain ſuch pure eradiati- 
ons. This diſparages ſo mach humanity, 
maki 1 only a ſtacue, that 48, were 
acai? e ſouls intereſt co. admirofs 
ſuch idea's þ, For, as gee more. ro.e _ 
Artiſts praiſe to cauſe his products moye 
from * and internal ſprings, TED : 
extrinlick. cauſes; as we ſee-in Watches - 
and ſuch like. So it is more for . the he- * 
nour of that great Artiſt, and more ſui» | 
table ro the being and nature of His,cxeq-.5 
tures, that all irs operations floyn-fromje 
ſelf , then from aliſtiqg,bur exteriaureq- 
adjntors z which makes. me averſe from ' 
Avriſtotles opigion. of rhe mdtion. of the 

ſpheres by 'Inrelligences. Ant ic were * 
abfard to think\, rchat-men ſhould be bla-, 
med br praiſed for choſe etfets.which ? 
their afleſſonr Angels could on 4 be... 


." FO2, , The irtzoſo, 
"charged with, The, Platonicks alledged, 
© , Uharallfouls exiſted before their incarce- 
edition in bodies;ih which ftate of pre-ex- 
- © "Iſtence; they weredoted with all theſe 
* | eg pp which ſhall arcend 

| in the tate of ſeparation ; and thar 

attheirfirſt allyance with bodies, cheir 

nativeknowledge was clouded +viryus 

epaſean, with the putting off knowledge far 
#time, till by areminiſcentia, their intel- 
leftuals revived,as by a reſurreRion, And 
Origen added, rhat theſe fouls were, ac- 
evevingto their eſcapes,commirred in the 
zee of their primitive ſeparation,yoaked 
"with bercer or worſe bodies ; a ſhift ta- 
ken,” in all probability, by him, ro evire 
the apprehenſion of Gods being unjuſt , 
for infaſing innocent fouls, in bodies 
which would infe&t chem;and by drawing 
them into inevirable ſnares, at [aſt cons 
"demn chem; or ar leaſt rheir infuſion was 
the impriſoning theſe who were nor guil- 
ty ; a difficulty which ſtrates much, ſuch 
as maintain thar che ſoul is not ex tr4- 
duce. What the hazard of this opini- 
on may be , my twilight is) not able to 

diſcover. - 

t 


Te may be , that the Stoick# mi 
2aki the ſouls of men to, be but 
cels, decerpt from that uniyerſal 
mundi (by which they doubtlels medne .. 
God Himſelf) was occalioned by a mw- + : 
ſtake of that Text, chat God. breathed .in- 
to man's noſtrils , the brtuth of life : con- * 
cluding , that as the breath is a part of 
the body which breathed *ir, 20.the 
ſoul behoved to be a pert of thac div 
eſſence ; from which, by 4 ſecond: con- 
ſequence , they concluded, that chefaul, + 
being a parr of chat diving being, cayld 
notſuffer , nor o "tor ; 
as is aſſerted by Seneca, Epiſf.. . 29. CGi- 
cero, Twſc.3. and defended by their ſuc- 
ceſſors, thoſe primitive hereticks , the - 
Gnoſticks , Maniches and dr 
Bur this baſtard is hor worth che folke»\, 
ring ,"being an opinion chat God hach 
rts, and man real divinity,and is doubt- 
eſs a falſe and flattering reſtimony given 
by the ſoul ro it ſelf . For, ſeeing the ſoul 
is, by divine Oracles, told us to be made + 
afrer God's Image, it can be no pore gal=, 
led a part of God,then thepifture ſhould : 
be repured a part of the Painter. 
| Ariſtotle * 


_ Thk'Virtmaſo , 
Ariſtotle like the devil (who becauſe 
/ he ws oethe; P nſners -anſwers e- 
ver th engines) tells us ,. that Anirwa is 
Texus, a terme fixed to exerciſe the 
Empty brains' of curious Pedanrs, and 
L-'x5 eo beget, thEn explicat difficulties. 
either believe 1, thax his chree' ſouls , 
which he lodges in man, .to wit, the'ra- 
tiohal , Tenſitive and vegetative, do dif- 
fer more amongſt themſelyes, then the 
will,underftanding and fancy differ from 
. the "wo laſt; So that his arithmerick 
"might have beſtowed five ſouls upon man 
* as well as three : Bit ſeeing he, and ma- 
'of his diſciples, believe theſe to be 
three,and. yet. rheſe three to be but one;T 
admire why they ſhould be fo nice,as not 
" to believe har pious tayſtery of che holy 
Trinity : whereof in my opinion, his rr(- 
* nity. of the ſoul is as appolit, as emblem, 
2 a5 wasthe conceir of a fimple Clown', 
- "who. being aske, how he cou Wpernend 
7 three glorious perfons to be bur one? 
did fold his garment in three pleates, and 
*Fhere#frer drew, out all three in one. _ 
* "- As the herauldrie of our reaſon can- 
# nor blazen.che ſonls impreſſa; So, can,ir 
 NHothelp usto line out its deſcent :_ and 
' 4 : ſuch 


b. 


= 
s 
- 
. 
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q 


fe 
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fact! would tobe the excell 
of rhar ld ppnne wil char " Apna 5s 
earth ſeem to contend”, the which ſhajl 
beg lace of ics nativity. Divines (who. © 
iged ro ro contend forheaven,be-.- 
_— they are its more immediate Penſi- 
oners J.will have itto be created 'and in- 
fuſed z whereas Philoſophers ( ambiri- 
ous to have ſo noble a compatriot , and 
willing to-gratifie nature, which glis 
ments, thejr ſublime medirations ) con-. 
tend, that'it is ex traduce, and} i5 0 'g 
neration; 'the bodies gther . ewinne, 
albeit ic would appear from Sexipe 
thar God accompliſh'd che Creat 
firſt ſeven dayes , and thar - nature did © + 
then pu child-beaxing : Yetg;thar ,; i + 
my ju dgment; mofl bemeant of the Cre- 
ation of whole ſpecies, and nor of invide- 
als: And to preſs the: fonls not "ps 
on, 'I ſhall-lend only ane ar 
not becauſe 'it is the beſt, bur Þecauſe Y 
is my own. . We ſee; that there where *_ 
the ſoul is confe(s'd ro be exiraduce., as | 
in brujres and vegetative OU— mac © '* 
; 


» 


nature, at it were, with a 


the young fromoff the a The = 


Lyons are {till as rapacious "and — 
A 
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as were their Syres, -from whoſe I5yns 
they diſcended : and the Roſe, being 
potts'd upby che file nicre which makes 
- x vegetative, ſpreads che ſame leayes, 
;/ and. appears with 'the ſame bluſhes or 
;;. paleneſs chat beautified irs eye-plealing 


Y 


i predeceſſors. The reaſon of which con- 


oo —_ _ 
. 


A. 
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a 
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cingal afſimnlacion, proceeds from the 
eds having- in its —_ all _ 
" qualities and ſhapes,which appear there- 
? Mor ia irs larger products, whereof 

they wereþur 4 mappe or index. Where- 

4 waving Ok not oft, 
; theſe who are called his paxents: the 
{ vitious and call facher, having oft low , 

”* bar vercuous” children ; which ſhows , 
* + char: the ſoul of man is nor derived by ge- 
neration-, and \that the ſoul beſtowed 
. pon the ſons bedy), is moſt different 
' and" afymbolick-ro that which lodged in 

the father. And this may be further con- 
; firmed by char excellent paſſage , Prov. 
3.20, '$7. where it is ſaid, that the wnder- 
' ffanding of man is the candle of the Lord. 
f Our Soul'is Gods Image, and none can 
| draw that Image bur Himſelf.; we are the 
, Ramp of His divine nature,and fo can on- 
# ly be formed by Himſelf, who is the glo- 
\ gious Seal. From 
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no fniraculous gift beſtowed upon F 
ſohl ar extraordinary occalionsonly 2 
is a natural. (chough the higheſt ) per: \; | 
fetion of our humane nature : Foryif ' ;* 
it be natural for the ſtamp , go have in»* 7 
preſs'd upon it allthe craits* that 4 
upon the face of che .Seal,thenirmu: ;6 
be naturdl co che ſoul , which is' G>d's © 
impreſſa , to haye a faculty of foreſeeing, * 
ſince that is one of God's excellencies. '* | 
Albeic I confeſs, that char Seamp # 
here infinitely be-dimm'd and word off; Y 
as alſo, we k y experience} char,” 
men upon a dearkwbed,wheathe ſoul be- © 
gins ( being derached by lickneſs from - ©. 
the bodies lavery ) ro.a& like” it ſelf, 
do foreſce and toretell many remore ard 
improbable events : and for the ſame-reg» 
ſon Ido think preditions, by dreams!, 
noe to be Extraordinary Yevelations, bur 
rather tie produtts natural of a ratio- 
nal fovl. And if ſagacious men can be fo 
ſharp-lighted in this. tate of glimme- 
ring, as.to foreſee many events. which 
fall our, why may we nor ſay, that , 
1 


3 
vb; 


2 * yos | The Virtwſo , 
* "ihe wergrchabilitate in the former ſtate 
of pure _ might, wirhour: any ex- 
traordinafy afhitance, foreſee arid pr o- 
wo For, there is nor ſuch a diftagce 
£ 


wixt that foreſight and prophelie, as 
wixt the ewa,ftares of innocency and 
carruption, according to the 'received 
notion, which men have ſerled ro* themi- 
ſelves .of tliat primitive ſtate of inno- 
Cency. 
From the ſame principle, mi ir like- 
wayes be deduced, that nataral reaſon 
cannot bur be an excellent” mean , for 
Knowing, as far as is pofſible,the glorious 
natire of God Almishty: He hath doubtr- 
le6 liptired this ciniggi we might, by 
ity ſee Hiatfelt;; a can we berrer 
know the Sealzthen by looking upon its 
' impreſſion. And if Religion and irs mytfte- 
Fyes,tannor be comprehended by reaſon, 
4 confets ir is'a preecy /jeſt; ro hear ſuch 
- frequent | reaſonings' amongft Clurcl.- 
:-menzin matrers of Religion, - And albe- 
-it faith and reafon be look'd upon as Faceb 
'and Eſanywhereof the younger only hath 
che bleſſing, and are, by. Divines, pla- 
ced ar rhe rwo oppoſite points of the Di- 
, amiecer ; yer upon a ſuperficial.inquiry, 
. it 


| - Of Stock. Tog 
it.would appear by the Laws ofhis Coun- 
try that faith is bur ſublimared reaſon, 
calcined by that divine Chymical fire of 
Baptiſme ; and that the ſoul of man hath 
larking in it; - all theſe vertues and fa- 
culties which we call Theol o ber 
as faith , hope and' = or elfe 
David 6d 7 ae and prayelly -Intightin 
Lord, my eyes, that 1 may te the winders 
of . thy Law; bur rath a © Lord, b-ftow 
new eyes upon me. Neithes could: the 0- 
-pening of Lydias heart , have-been ſuf- 
fidient for her converſiang- if theſe:pre- 
exiting qualities -bad not: beetorreafur'd 
vp chere tormerly :* So thavirwould ap- 
pear, that theſe-holy flames lork&'nader 
the aſhes of corruption, until Godz3by che 
breach of His Spirit (and:chavwind which 
bloweth where it lifterh) ſweep rhiem off: 
And that God, having once! made man 
perfe&t in the/fieſt :Creatiody:ddtha6r 
in his regeneration ſuper-adg: anyinew 
faculry (for elſe 'the ſout hadvinor; at firſt 
been: perfe&) ibut only removes al ob- 
ſtructing impediments.. uy 
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CE Aap. XIV. 
| of Faith and reaſon. 


= alwayes aſhamed , wben I bear 
reaſogicalled che ftepmorher of taich, 
and-prochaimed rebel againſt God Al- 
mighry-; abd ſuch declared traitors , as 
dare barbour it, or appear inirs defence. 
Theſe are ſuch fools as they who break 
their Praſpe&ts, becauſe they bring nor 
tiomecotheir ſight che remoceſt objects,; 
and areas injuſt as Jacob had been, tf he 
had divorced from LZeah , becauſe ſhe 
was tender-eyed : whereas, we ſhould 
not put out the eyes of our underftan- 
ding; bur;-ſhould beg from God the eye- 
falve of His Spirit:for their illumination. 
Nor ſhould we daſh the Proſpet of our 
reaſoa,;; again che rocky: walls of dif- 
ſpair ; bur ſhould rarher waſh ics glaſſes 
- with che-'\rears of + uafcigned ' repen- 
tance. * .$105mi} 
Ever (ince faithand reaſon have been, 
by Nivines, ſer by the ears, the bruriſh 
multicade 


= » 
- tha MY 
* >; 


Or Shoiek, ret - © 
 multicnde conclude;: cheſe who ace moſt 
reaſonable ro be: leaſt religions. ;-and 
the greateſt ſpirits robe che leaſt ſpirit» 
rual :- a conceit |moſt inconliſtent, with | 
that divine parable y wherein thoſT who 
received che many talents, improved them 
to che beſt advantage, whilſt he whs 
hed: bur one, laid it up in a napkin. And 
- it is thoſt improbable , thac God wonld 
chooſe low thrubs, and not_tall Cedars, 
for che building of his glorious Tem-» 
ple.” And it is remarkable , chat God, 
in the 'old Law , refuſed ro accepr'ithe 
firſt born of an afle in facrifice, bur noe 
of any other creature. | And: ſome, who 
were conrent to be called Arheifts, pro- 
viding they were” thought Wis), did 
take advantage in this of the Rables ig 
norance , and authorized by rheir d&- 
vilidh invention, what was ac. firſt but 
a miſtake: -and this unridles to us 'that 
myſtery, why the/greareft Wies are-moR 

frequently che greateſt Atheiſts; / 
When I conlider, how the Angelsavho 
have no bodies, finned before mar; and 
that brutes, who are: all body, fin ndr-'at 
all, but follow che Fr: diRares of nature; 
6 2 I 
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I am-induced to believe, that the body 
is rather jnjuſtly blamed for being, then 
tharreally it is, the occaſion of (in ; and 
probably, the witty ſoul hath in chis cun- 
ningly laid over-upon. its fellow, that 
wherewith ic ſelf-is only to be charged. 
Wharinfluence can fleſh or blood have 
tpon that which mmmacerial ? 'no- more 
ſure then the caſe hath upon rhe Watch, 
or - the} Heavens upon its bargeſſing 
Angels? And ſee we not, that whea che 
ouſharh bid the body-adieu, '#t remains 
a carcaſs; fit nor able for nothing? I be- 
lievez.:that the bady being a clog to it, 
may flowirs: purſuce :afrer objects , and 
thar- jt\rnay' occalion z- indire&tly., ſome 
fins of  omifſion:» For , we ſee palpa- 
bly ,- that eating; and drinking. :dulls our 
deyotions ; but, I cannever underſtand, 
how 'ſuch dumb -Orators , as fleſh and 
blood, can-perſwade the ſoul ro com- 
mic:the. lealt fin-+ And thus, albeit 
our Saviour ſayes: that fleſh and ' blood 
dil not teach Peter to gre hins 'his true 
Epithets;; neicher infeed. could ic: Yer, 
our/Savigur ijmputes: not any. aRual: fin 
co | theſe pithlels cauſes. And feeing 

© | . our 


our firſt ſin hath'occafioned all-our' af® 

ter-ſinning, - certainly ; rhar which” oc-" 
| calioned our firſt (in was the mainſource 

of (inning , and this. was doubtleſs rhe 
ſoul; for, our firſt ſin being'an-immo- 

derare delire of knowledge, wasthe'ef-' 
fet. and produt of our fpirir, becauſe 

it was a ſpiritual din; whereas tf it had 

been gluttony , luſt or ſuch likezwhich 

ſeems- corporeai, the body had' been 

more to have been' blamed: for it. * And 

in this conteſt, I am of opinion, tharthe 

ſoul wins the cauſe, becauſe ir is rhe'beſt'- 
Orator. St 
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CHavp. XV. 


Of the fall of «Angels, and what 
their fin was, 


T 7 Hat was the occaſion of the firſt 
W i{l,is much 'debated(and moſt de- 
ſervedly) amongſt Moraliits ; for, that 
which was good conkd nor produce that 
which was evil,ſeeinp that which works 


miſchief cannorbe called good. Nor can 
I 3 we 
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we aſcribe the efficiency of the firſt evil 
ro-evil:t; forehen the queſtion recurres , 
_ aw _ com of that evil? : And 
this, £ ppolition is likewiſe de- 
ſtroyed, v7 the evil enquired 
after, is ſuppoſed to be che firſt evil : 
bur, if. we enquire , what could- pro- 
duce in the Angels that firſt fin , where 
by they forfeired their glory ? we will 
find. this diſquilition moſt myſterious. 
And-it is commonly beleived ,, bur by 
what revelation I know not, that their 
pride-cauſed their fall.; and chac they 
catche their bruiſe in climbing ;.in de- 
firing to be equal torheir Creator, they 
Ecornie inferior to all their fel- 

low Creatures. Yer,-this ſeems ro me 
molt ſtrange, that theſe excellent ſpi- 
rits whoſe \very ſubſtance was lighe , 
and who ſurpaſſed: far,man, in capa- 
city and underſtanding, ſhould have fo 
erred as to jmaging, that equaliry faiſayls, 
a fancy which rhe fondet of men could 
not. have entertained. And it were im- 
rabable co ſay, that their errox could 
ve ſprouted at firſt from A __—_ 
Kanding; and to-think itro haye 6 
0 


Or Stock, . © * re 
ſo groſs, as thar fallen man y ad- 
mire-it :- but , why may we ro& rather 
chink, char heir firſt error was 4 a 
crookedneſs i in'-their will, chen a blind- 
neſs in their judgment, and that @ ey 
fretted to ſee Man, whom they 
be inferiour ro themſelyes by many ny ins 
made Lotd of ail hat pleaſant Crea 
which they gazed on wicth-a ftarei 
maze. And char this opinion is more 
bable, appears, becauſe — wes the 
far more bairing ,” ſeei Fs pr os 
with all the charmes, w xawh either 
= vanity or evarice could bugkt its 
wn berrer to us the verafion 
7 all chat enmity wich which that Ser- 
pent hath alwayes'fince perſted (ifly man. 
But, whicher God will ſave juſt as ma- 
ny believers as there are fell of rhe An- 
els; none can determine; neither can 
ie be rationally d&uced from pigeon 


ture, Statwit t 
merivns Angel ornn IE Big Bur, I pager 


Godfo ro © dep] ir, 4r will doubtleſs age 


Srage heir puniſhmene Y rackl! 
mer R— ; " 


I4. And 
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. And {exing che Arigels have never. 
obtaiged a, remiſkon for this crime, ix 
Then fate at Ii$ probable, that the cor- 
gels wan the. 3n.4+., reſpondent of their: fan 
£ainſt the ob 7 , | 
2/1 102 _\.- 15,40 us, the fin againſt 
the, holy Ghoſt, : | 
-For, if, their lapſe bad :been pardons. 
able, ſome one or ocher..of them had in 
all probability. eſcaped; bur , if' rhis 
was notthax unpardonable (in, I ſcarce ſee” 
where iz, fball be found. For, to ſaychac 
ts. is-4, hating of Goqg4,-as God, is t9 
make-,it;upprafticable- rather then ann 
pardonable ; For, all creatures: appate 
naturally , what is good s| and, God ,jas 
God, 15 g09d ;So that its jmpoſſibleybar 
He can be, bated under chat ' reduplica- 
LON. -» fr; - 197 boy 3s 7. 36 
Ic may he likewile. covjeRuredeghet 
voluccary.and . deliberare- ſacriledgs 4s 
the.. 6n,againſt the hotly Ghoſt ; becauſe 
Anais, ang. Sepbira, in with-bolding 
from, th&;Church.,7a parr'of the rice 
for whigh they ſold- their lands, are, by 
Peter,  1gid.t6 nave lyed,. not to many bus 
ro the holy Ghoſt; and his wife- is 
there, ſa:d to have rempred che Spirit : 


bur 


Or Stoick, ©\ -, GY 
bue., ſecing: both of chem refolved'to- 
coninueinthe Churclr ( areſolugon in-+ 
codfiſtentwich rhe 41in: againſt. che holy 
Ghoſt ) And ſeeing many1ins are mor@ 
hainous 4 I cannot interpret chis lying ws 
the holy, Ghoſt co be any-.ching elſe be: 
a (inagainit light, in' which moſt. p&s 
nitents "have: been involved; albeit, T 
confeſs, this: was a groſs eſcape, _ 
irrqb'd of God. of His cwniſciency, ane 
{ſuppoſed that He was not. privy to:fuck 
humane aQtings as have hot' che- Suwfor 
2 witne(s.:”' I do then conclude, thats 
ſinagainſt.che, holy Ghoſt may racher be 
a reſolute undervaluing 'of God, and''s' 
fcorningeo:receive-zpardon from Him's 
nd this-1s zhac 'which makes the Anget 
all irtecoverable: ,, and likethe flaming 
word defends them from their re-en- 
rry ' into; chat Paradiſe-from- whichy 
exite. And: albeir ro ſay, *that "the 
Angels rebellion: flows. from God's tides 
nying them repentance:,.may ſuit abuns 
dantly well with His unſtainable' juſtice; 
yer, it. is hard ro ' reconcile ic with 
his mercy.: ;: And this. makes , "my 
private | judgment place the » unpar- 
donable» 


es. a 
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donableneſs ofthis lin, not in God's De- 
creS,byt in their obduration and rebel- 
lious impenitency, :.. And che reaſon why 
who commir this ſin/are never 
pardoned, is, becauſe a pardon is / never 
he. That place of Scripture, where- 
m£Eſ/aw is aid to have ſought che bleſ- 
fing-with tears and notro have found ic, 
aſtoniſhes me > Yet, I bclieve, that if 
histears had fireamed from - a ſenſe of 
his guile morethen of his '/puniſhment , 
doubtleſs he had not wept in vain; and 
in'that he tear'd , he was no more to be 
pred » far leſs pardoned, then a Ma- 
aQor., who upon che ſcaffold grants 
ſame \few tears' ro the importanity of 
_—a_r + rp ſcornes to. acknowledg 
the guile of bis crime ; for, pain by con- 
trailing. enr bodies, ſtrains jd wr liquid 
walter, which thereafter globs is ſelf in 
#ar- ;- there could come no: holy wa» 
tet. from the pagan font of Eſay's eyes; 
and-if his remorſe could have pierc'd 
his own heart,-it had eaſily pierc'd 
Hewen. Whiltt others admire, -I bleſs 
God, that Hejhath cloſed up the know- 
ledge of that unpardonable ſin wy 
er 


OF  Stoick, its TOY 


der his own privy Seal: for, ſeeing $4 - 
than rempts me tofin with che jo wet" i 
an after pardon , his bait is pull'd 'off 

his hook, by the fear I ſtand under, 
chat che fin to which I am cempred , is 
thaz fin which can- expect no pardon. 
And albeit it be cuſtomary amongſt ment 
to beacon and ſer a- mark upon, fach 
ſhelves and rocks as deftroy paſſenggrs; 
yet, that is only done where - 
merce is allowed and ſayling c—_ 
Bur, ſeeing all fin is forbidden, & 

was not obliged to guard us with" the 
knowledge of that fin , no further "then 
by prohibiting us notto ſin, bur to ſtand 


1n awe. | 


' 
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Cnavr, XVL. 


Of Mans fall. 


T9 firſt in whereby our firſt: Pa+ 
rents forfeired their primitive Exe 
cellencies was fo pitiful a frailry, thar 1 
ehink we ſhould rather lament, then en+ 
quire afrerir, To think that an apple 


bad } 
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had in it the ſeeds. of all knowledge , or 
that ' it could affimilare himeo,his.Crea- 
tor, and could;,,in an inſtant, ſubli- 
mate his nature, was a frailty to be ad- 
mired in one of his piety and know- 
tedge. .. Yet, I admire not thatthe breach 
wy mean, a Precept was puniſh'd: with 

appearing rigor , becauſe, the ea- 
| e command was, the contempt was 
e rtionally the greater ; .and the 
arſt crimes are by Legiſlacors puniſhed, 
not only for guilr, but for example > Bur 
I rather admire what could perſwade 
the-facile world to believe, that Adaw 
was created , notanly innocent, but e- 
ven ſtored with all humane knowledge ; 
For , belides that, we have no war- 
rant from Scriprure for this atfedgi- 
ance, this hiseahe eſcape ſpeaketh far 
otherwayes. 

And albeit che Scripture tells us, 
that man was created perfet: yer, 
thac inferres not that man was. furni- 
ſhed with ' all. humane knowledge : 
For, his perfeKion conliſted in. his 
adoring of, and depending upon 
God, wherein we ſee thoſe are exatteſt, 

| whoſe 
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whoſe judgments are leaſt peſtered with 
rerfeſtriat knowledge, and leaſt divert- 
ed wich unneceſlary alations. And 
rhus-it appears, that"theſe Sciences, af- 
ter which his poſterity pants, were” not 
intended as noble eppanapes of thar rati- 
onal ſoul, -but are rather” croyith babies 
buskt up by faln man, whereby he'&- 
yerts himſelf from refleting tos nar- 
rowly upon his native frailty. * And thus 
Scripture tells -us; that God made man 


perfelt ; but that he ſoupht out to- Himſelf » 


many inventions ; where pertettion and 
invention ſeem to be {tated as enemies'; 
and it is palpable that cheſe Sciences, 
which are by us lawrel'd and rewarded, 
are ſuch as were inconliſtene with 'rhar 
ſtate of innocency , | ſuch as Law, Theo- 
logy and Phylick,” And'as for the reſt, 
it is abſur'd ro think, that «Adams 
pineſs 'did confliſt m-the knowledge of 
cheſe elrings which we our ſelves account 
either-impertinent or ſiperfluous. ' Bat, 
thar which convinces me molt of "this , 
is,' that we forſeired 'nothing by eAdenss 
fall, which Chriit's dearly reftores nos 
to us ;1.' wherefore, ſeeing Chriſt BY 
is 


his own , or his Apoſtles promiſes, hath 
not aſſured us of any ſub-lunary or 
ſchookknowledge ; nor hath our expe- 
rience:taught us, "that Sciences are en- 
tailed -uponthe Saints. I almoſt believe, 
that Ada neither poſleſt theſe before, 
nor yet loſt chem by his fall. Neither 
think 1-St. Pax! the more imperfect, 
rhat he delired; to know nothing bur 
Chriſt and him crucified : So that the 
differeyce betwixt- Adam and his fucceſ- 
fors,.\ ttood more in the ftraightneſs of 
his affeRtions, then in the depth of his 
knowledge. For, albeit icbe believed 
that the names whereby he baptized 
the creature, werefull hiſtories of their 
n@ares writtenin ſhort hand ; yes, chis 
is bnt a conjefture authorized by - no 
holy Texr. Ir isa more civill error in 
the Jewiſh Talmadiſts, rorhink thar all 
the. cxeatures were brought co Adam, to 
ler him-ſee that there were none amongft 
elem ficco be his companion, nor none 
 ſobeauriful as Eve, then it is in their 
.Cabalitts ro obſerve, thar the Hebrew 
word, lignifying waw, doth, by a 
tranſpoſition of lerrers, {ignifie -like- 
wayes , 


Or Stoick; nn | 
wayes, 'benediftion ; and the' word fignygs 
fying women , makes up waledittion. | If 
we ſhould cake a character of Adew's 
knowledge trom the Scriptures ,.'-we 
ſhall finde 'more imprudence charged 


upon him then upon aay-of - his: Swe - * 


cefſors :- For ,» albeir the filly womt 
was not deceived without the helpof fab» 
tilty , yer Ad» (inned upon a 'bare fay- 
geſtion , and chereafrer was ſo limple,us 
to hide himſelf when God calledhimep 
anaccount, as ifathicketof ctreescould 
have fconced him from his. all-ſee- 
ing, Maker ; and when he was accuſed; - 
was ſo ſimple, as to think. his wives com- 
mands ſufhcient ro exoner him , and 
abſurd , asto make God Himſelf ſharar 
wich him in his guile, the womweas whom 
thi gaveſs me , $6C- F Ft 
There is, more charm im acquiring new 
knowledge, that -in r ing - npea 
what we have already gain'd, ( as ibahe 
ſpecies. of known objeQs did corrupt, thy 


being - treaſur'd up - in 'our braitite j 


- And this induces me to believe, chatovr © 
ſcantneſs of native knowledge, is rather 
a happinesthen a puniſhment; che Cidd- 

ZEns 
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Z&ns of London or Par arenot"fo tick- 
led by the light! of theſe ately: Cities, 
as" ſtrangers who were not born within 
their- walls ; and I may fay to ſuch” as 
by ſpelling the'Starres delire toread the 
fortunes: of orhers ; as our Saviour ſaid 
tw'Peter ; when he was defirousto know 
the horoſcope of the beloved Apoſtle, 
F is that to thee? | What can it ad- 
Vantage us to know the correſpotrdence 
'kepr-amongſt rhe Planers , and to un- 
derſtind che: whole Anatomy” of natures 
-cheteton ;5 in'gazing upon whoſe parts 5 
we are ofrtimes' as ridiculous &- chit- 
dren, who loveto leaf over taliducePi- 
Ares? for'in both variety is all the. u- 
"fory-:rhat can-be expeRed , as che return 
of our-time-and:+ pains; and if we pry 
inly into this ſmallmaſs of our preſence 
knowledge; we Thall find, that onr 
knowledge is ohe of the fertilelt foun- 
tains of our miſery": For, do not ſach as 
"Know that they are lick, groan more hea- 
{ vily:rhen a Country Clown, who appre- 
s nothing till exrremiry create. in 

him ſome ſenfe ? And doubtleſs the rea- 
fon why "children and ideors endure 
pits more, 


* 


more; avd drunken men <(Gape,mo dat 
gers then others, 1s, decagſe alpei they 
cannoc provide ſuch apt remedies, yer,” 
they- are leſs acquainted with what 
undexſtznd thar chey are 6 way 5 -» 
vex'd.chen ſach as are igtiorant of - | 
misfortunes? And. thels who, forge: - 
the changes and revolutions s "Which art © 
£0: befall . cicher their friends os their oP 
Countries , are chereby ,mdre:fadly dif- 7 
eaſed, then be who ſces nofarcher theta 
his noſe. Our: Saviour wepe. when He - * 
did foreſee, that one tone of. Fera/a/lew 
ſhould nor. be lefr upon r; and 
when Hezarl askt Elifba why he' wept, © 
he told him, ic was beciuſe be did forgs © 
ſee. what miſchief Hazert wat to do it © 
1ſrat/, Let us not theo Teomplain bf 
the I6ſs of eAdaw's kpowledge,. but of 2 
bis! innocency x. we know enough ts ſave - |» 
1s, and what is more cher chats 48 oper» 
fAnous. | : 11:5. 1 67 
eAdaw cannot be thought co have”; 
been the firſt finner, for Eve ſinned be- 
fore him ; S@>that albeit ic feem a:Pd- © 
radox; yet it is maſt probable; char => 
K ie 


: 
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eati e forbidden frait, his ri- 
bas been till we eble as 'now 
jey are; ſeeing the gulr of eicher of 
the Parents had been ſufficient todath the 
innocence of the children, For, as the 
$criprure-cells us, Who can bring a clean 
thing our of an unclean? And David, 
inthat Texe,' which of 'all others ſpeaks 
moſt expreſly of original fin , layes the 
pile _ her, and confeſſerh only; that 
His mocher had conceived him in (in. 
 AS'\Adam was notthe- firſt (inner , fo 
the eating of the 'apple © may be- juſtly 
.thoughr nor+co be the firſt fin 3 Eve ha» 
ving, before his eating the applez'repea- 
Hed moſt falſely*the - Command . For, 
whereas God did affure them, that in that 
day | they "did "eat the frait they . ſhould 
ſwrely dye;' | Eve:xelates. it thus, Te ſhall 
not eat 'the frait leſtwrdye , repreſenting 
only that as a contingent which was moſt 
certain: and whereas God had only faid, 
Je ſhalk-not eat of. the | frat. of the tree, Eve 
fayes, Gol ſaid, ye. (ellnottoecb it ; which 
i maybe furniſhed:cbe;Aerpent this 
drgumerc-'to 'cheatiber 5: Ye: ſee - w— 
a 


I 
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hath deceived you, for the fruit may” $- 


be Torched without 'dahger, why may 
ir nor be eaten without hazzard? and 
it is probable, that he bath failed inthe 
one as well asin the other. Bur toab+ 
ſtratt this, it cannot be ſaid, that 
the eatMp* of the forbidden fruit wasthe 
firit fin; for, before Adam did ear there- 
of, he behoved both to believe the Ser- 
pene and miſ-believe his Maker, and thus 


»iſ-belief was the firſt fin : For "after. 


he had credited the Serpents report, he 
was no longer innocent, and fo he did 


nor eat the apple rill after his fall. What 


wiſer are theſe Divines\, who debate, 


whither Adam; falling-licknefs and ſin 


had become hereditary, ifourpredeceſ- 


fors had come our of his before . © 


he finned, then choſe who combared for 
the largeit ſhare of the King of Spains 
gold, it it had beentobe divided? © 

In che Almighties procedure” againſt 


poor - Adam for this crime, - His infinite, 
mercy appears to- admiration ; and God 


toreſeeing, that man might. ſharpen the 


#x- of juſtice roo'much upon che whers = 
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Rone of private revenge, ſcems to have, 
- in -this-proceſs, formed ro him» an ex- 
a&t model of loquifition. . For, He ar- 
raigns' and cries Adaw, Adew, where 
art thow 7 He ſhews him his dictay, Haft 
thow teat of the fruit Whereof I command- 
id thee that "tho ſpouldeſt not ht ? He 
allows him exculpation , Who told thes ? 
and inorder thereto, did examine the 
woman, upon whom Adew did transfer 
"the guilt. And albcic nothing could 
4 eſcape His omniſciency, and thac He did 
F ſec Adaw cat the Apple, yer, toreach 
Judges thac they ſhould walk according 
ro- what is proved, and not according to 
whar they are themſelyes conſcious ro;He 
did not condemn him cill firft he ſhould 
have « confeflion from his own month, 
And chus', Gey. 18. 21, the Lord ſayes, 
Becauſe the cry of Sodom &« great ---- 7 
will yo down and {te Whether they havs 
dome altogether according tos the cry of it, 
$&c. And in che laſt place, albeit the 
fatal decree did bear, 7» that day that thes 
eateſk thereef, than ſhalt ſurely dre; yer, were 
his dayes prolonged nine bundred' and 
thirty years after che fin was commitrced. 
| Ir 


p” y «- "7 


\Or\Staick ! #ug 
- Ic 'i8'£00 cnrious a.Jdiſquifition to 4 
«0 crows dic 10 | 


s mercy being the mitigation of | ju» 
ice, of which "his pure parwe cannot 
be Capable, ſeeing whatever He.wills i 4 
juſt: And ſo He cannot be 
any thing which He willato recede frond 
juſtice, avd ſo can no more properly be 
ſaid/ ro be merciful , then one 'ARt can 
be both the Lavy and che mitigation of | 
the Law. IO 
narure, knowing & ONE 

rhe belt Theology, 


| — 


Crnar,. XVIL 
, Of the File of Geneſis. 


He Yatican of Paganiſm cannot, for 

che maleneſ(s: of ic's Rile , match 

that marchleſs Book of Geneſis, where- 

of each ſentence ſeems a quarry of rich 

medications, and each worda ſpell, ſuffi- 

cient to conjure the Devil of Delpbes. ©. 
Might not that excellenc expreflion, Lea | 

ws make man aſter eur image z conyince | 
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Sy of the being of a Trinicys who de- 
. ny pluralicy of Gods?-Ic is wonderful, 
char the Saturn-humoured Jew can, in 
in this paſſage, miſ-rake his own Saviour ; 
and it is trange that he ſhould not, from 
the criangular archireture of his own 
heart, conclude the Trinity of the God- 
head, whoſe temple ic was appointed to 
Albeit I be an admirer of thisnurſe 
of Cabalifm ; yer, I approve nor the cpn- 
Ceit of theſe doting, Rabbies, who teach 
thar God from His own mouth , dited 
boch che words and matter of che Pen- 
', tatench; whereas, He farniſhed only co 
the other Prophets the matter and ſub- 
je& unphraſed : for, not only did God 
promiſe, that he ſhould put His words 
# In their mouths, bur likewayes, they pres 
* Face thus their own prophelies, In the 
dayes of ſuch a King, the Word of the | 
Lord camerto ſuch &Propher, faying,c. 
Neither is this congeit conſiſtent with 
that bigh eſteem, which chey, ( even 
"1m this) intend for cheir patron, -Adoſes ; | 
ſeeing ic_allows him leſs truſt from his 
divine Maſter, then the orher - Pen” 
” men of Scripture had repoſed in them. 
by C H A P, | 
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Cnant XVIII. 
Why. Mas fel, 


Ta brain hath coo little pia woters 
that is too curious to. know. why 
God, who evidences ſo greata deſire to 
fave poor man, and. is ſo powerfull,as that. 
his. ſalyation. needed never have run the: 
bazzard, if His infinit wiſdome had ſo'de- 
cree'd, did 'yet ſuffer him to fall - For, 
if we enter once the liſt of that debate, 
our reaſon is took weak to bear che 'bur- 
den of fo.great a difficulty. And albeit 
it may. be. anſwered , that God mighe, 
have reſtrained man, but that reſtraine 
diid nor ſtand with the freedom of: mans 
will which God had bettowed upon 
him;yer,this anſwer notthe mouth of 
the dificulcy.For certainly, ifone ſhould . 
detain:a mad man from.running over a 
recipice,he could nor be thereby ſaid t0.. 

oe wrgagey his I:berty:and ſeeing man 
is by many Divines allowed a freedom of 
will, albeic be muſt of neceſſity do what I 
| : ; K 4 is . 


ES, - 
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.s evil, avd that his freedom is ſaly'd by 2 
GR chooſe only one of moe = 
it would appear ſinnnge why bis liberty _. 
ihr not haye confitted well enough 
with a moral impdfibilicy of finning , 
and might not have been abundantly con- 
ſerved in his freedom to chooſe one of 
moe goods : yet,theſe reaſonivgs are the 
calling Godro ap account, and fo impi- 
ous. For, if God had firſt created' man 
ſurroonded with our prefent infirmities, 
could we have complaiped 2 Why then 
& we now complain, ſeeing we ate 
bur faln t6 a berrer-eftarte then we de- 
ſerved ; ſeeing we Rinmbled not for wane 
of lighr, buc becanfe we extinguiſh'd onr 
own light ; and ſeeing our Szvioums dying 
for us may yer re-inftare ns in a hapyler 
eftare then that from which we ate now 
faln? | 
Albeit the glaſs of my years hath not 
yet tr'n'd five and 'twenty, yet the curi- 
ofiry Thave ro kroxv the different mbe's 
pf departed fouls, and to view the card 
of rhe region of death, would give me 
indance of courage to encounter this 
Kivg of rercors; rhoveh I wete a Pagan : 
It at 


-< JA 


"Oy: Srhek 083 7 
Bur, when I confider whac a word won | 
pared for them Who fear che Almig P 4A 


and what crazineſs'mrends ſich ag ſleep 
Metbuſalems Cradle, 'I pity chem who 
make /oxg-life one of the ofteft-yepeated 
Peritions of zheir Paw -oofe; IN 
theſe ſure are the more advanc'@- | 
folly, who dere ro haye theit nameger- 


ſhrin'd after death in rhe airy monumene * * 


of fame : Whereasir is oneof the pro 
miles madeco rhe Etef, That they  &#iÞ 
reſt from their labours, and their work} 
follow them, Moſt mens mouths are 
foul, that ic is a puniſhment co be much 
in them : for my own part, Idefire the 
Tame good offices from my good name 
that I' 6 from my cloachs, which's co 
»Skreen me from the violence of exteriour 
accidents. | F 
As thefe Criminals might be jud#d 
diftrated, who being condemned t& 
die, would ſpend their ſhort reprival 
in diſputing about the (iruatian and) 
brick. of rheir gibbers ;- So may I 
rhink thefe /irer 415 mad, who ſp 
ſhare time alforred rhem for Repe 
tance in debating abone che ſeat of 
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and .chetorments of tortar'd ſpirits. To 
facisfie my curiolicy, I was once reſoly'd, 
with che Platonick,to take the promiſe of 
| togs dying friend, thathe ſhould return 
and ſatisfie me in all my private doubes 
ing hell and heaven; yet 1 was 
juſtly afraid, thar he might have returnd 
me the ſame anſwer which Abrahor 're- 
turn'd to Dives, . Have they not Moſes and 
the Prophets ? if they hear not themywhere- 
; Fore will they be perſwaded thuugh one ſhould 

riſe from the dead. 


'Cnavp,XIX, 
eA Refutation of the Millenarians, 


He Milenar's Ephimerides , which * 
aſſure us, that Chriſt ſhall reign a 
thouſand years with the Saints on earth, 
' Sas ſenſualan opinion as that of the Twrks 
who make heaven a brothel,wherein we 
ſhall acisfie our Venereous appetites; for 
the ohne ſhews the yain glory and. vindi- 
Qive humour ofthe Saints, as palpably 


as che other ſhews the Juſt of che Ma- 
| hamerans 
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humetans. -If Chriſts reigning pony; 
ears be for convincing the world thar 
ke is the real Meſſiah, their herefie 
ſhould have ante-dared bis coming ; and 
his reign ſhould rather have begun long 
ſince , when many ages were to be con- 
verted , or at leaſt it ſhould not have 
been thruſt out upon the ſalvege and bor- 
der of time, when yery few ſhall rengain 
to be convinc'd : and if in this they in 
tend a diſplaying of Chriſts glory , cer- 
Hainly they are miſtaken ; for what ho- 
nour.can it be for a King, to have Hl 
foor-ſtool made his Throne? $6 that 1 
think, theſe poor Phanaticks have th- 
ken the patroriage of this error rather 
by neceſiity then choice , all other opt- 
nions and conceits being formerly pres 
engaged toother Authors, 
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The Author's Cenſwre of this Eſſay; and an 
cant of his Deſign. 


A SI am not able, by the Pacob's- 
| ladder ot my merits to ſcale Hea- 
yen,ſo am I leſs able, by the Zacob's-ſftaffe 
of my priyate abilicy, to rake up the crue 
alrirude of its myReries, 1 have cravell'd 
yo futther in Theology then a Sabbath- 
day; Journey ; ard thereforeic were arro- 
gance in me to offer a map of ir to rhe 
credulous world : Bur, if I were wor- 
thy to be conſufred in theſe ſpiritual ſecy- 
rities, 1ſhould adviſe every private Chri- 
Rlan,cather co ſay till in che barge of che 


'Church with che other Diſciples, rhen by 


an ill bridled zeal, rohazard drowning a- 
lone with Perer, by offering to walk npon 
the uoſtable ſurface of his own fleeting 


F + and warer-weak fancies, though with a 
pious reſolution to meet our Saviour, For, 


albeic one may be a real Chriſtian, and yer 
differ from che Church , which ſayes, 


that 


Or Suck, 

that the Wiſe men who came to bow be- 
fore our Saviours,Cradle-rbrone , were 
three Kings, and in ſuch other opinions 
as theſe , wherein the fundamentals of 
faich and quiet of the Church are no ways 
concerned ; yet certainly, he were no wile 
}* man himſelf, nor yer ſound Chri 

who wquld nor eyen is theſe the 


mands of the Church. The Church - is 
no opivion Without ber conſent who. is 


apy, -it is in the power of the Charch: 
ber Officials to grant us a diyorce. 
As for my ſelf,my vanity never 


me to be ſtandard-beater to.avy , by k : 
y ſuch | 


; 
Y 
% 


new Sc, or old Herefie ; and 1pir 
as love to live like Pew-keepers in” 
Houſe of God, buked in hang others, 
without ever providing 2 room for 

ſelves. If there be log... 


Diſcoule. which may aicn NES . 
really. pious, ic (hall much grieve, me, - 
| | moſt. 


who above all men honour t 


What 1 have ſpokes agaiaft caſes of Conry , : 


ſcience and the like, firikes not againſt 
; cheic 


__ 
37 * 


flag of his private opinion to the com- © 
our Mother, and.cherefore we ſhould wed * 4 
our Parent ; of if we haye caſhly wedded 
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their Chriſtian fellowſhip and corre- 
ſponderice , bur againſt the apiſh foppe- 
ries of pretending counterfeits. Ir ſhaſl 
alwayes be my endeavour for the furnre z 
rather to drop tears for my own ſins and 
the (ins of others, then yrk for their con- 
verſion : onr prayers help ſuch as never 
heard rhem, whereas theſe only who 
read our diſcourſes are betrer'd by then. 
Alrahams prayers prevailed more with 
God (evew for Sodom) then Lor's reite- 
rated Sermons ; and no wonder that che 
ſucceſs be unequal, ſeeing in the one we 
have to do with a merciful God, where- 
as in the other we muſt perſwade a hard- 
hearted people. | 
I intend not to purchaſe from poſte- 
riry theticle of Reformer, ſeeing moſt of 
theſe have faln under che fame guilt; and 
have had the ſathe face , with that curi- 
ous Painter, who having drawn an excel 
Tent face, as happily as could have. been 
cms from the ſmootheſt mirrour, 
did chereafrer daſh ir afreſh upon the 
fappelſtion of each incrant, till at laſt he 
. reformed it from being any way like to 
eh& Original: 


Divinity 


Or Staick, * x39 


Divinity differs in this from alf other 
Sciences, thattheſe being invented by 
mortals , receive growth rime and 
experience ; whereas, it bezng penn'd by 
the omniſcient Spirit of God, can receive 
no addition without receiving prejudices 
It is moſt remarkable , that our Saviours 
Prayers, His Sermons and the Creedzde+ 


livered ro us by his Apoſtles, were roo- bw 


med up/in farr narrower bonnds + 
theſe of our times, which an hydroplicof * 
ill concoted opinions hath fwelFd be» 
yond their rrue dimenſions: many wheres 
of have either been brooded by: vaxity 
or intereſt ; or elſe ignorant and yioleas | 
defendents being brought ro a bay ,”by © 
ſuch as impagn'd their  reſolv'd-upoa 
principles , have been-forc'd to. aflert 
theſe by-blow and -preter-intentional ge. 
- -nets ; "and having once | floored-themy 
have thereafter - judg'd rhiem(elves cons 
cerned to defend- them z 1n--point; of 
Scholaſtick honour. : Some | 
ning Chrittians likewayes, do ſometimes, 
for maintenance of what-is lawful and 
pious, think, that they may: lawfully- ad» 
vance opinions, which otherwayes they 
would 


de, , 
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would ever have allowed of ; and a3 
in. nature we ſee,” thac the collifien of 
two hard bodies: makes them rebound 
ſo. much the furchec from ope- awether ; 
$0 oppoktion makes both patries fly in- 
: Co:exttemicies, Thus I believe» thac the 
- debate betwixc ne and 
© Protiffants, concerning the Virgin Afary, 
* hone ogcafion'd in fome among(t both , 
E mpctine, if not hererical, yer ar leaſt 
” wodecent. Thus a great: many: Confeſſe- 
E008 of Faith become, like;Nodb's Ark a re- 
” . ceprtacleof cleanand unclean: and which 
alſo deplorable, they do, like ordinary 
Dyals,ſerve only for aſe in char ore meri- 
dian, for whictr they are calculared, and 
by riding ewenty miles ye make them he- 
rerodox.: 1 ſpeak nor this to the diſpa- 
ragement of our own Church, (which 1 
teverence in" all ics: Precepts 'and- Pra- - 
Riices) bur co beget a bluſhing conviRion 
In (ach as have diverted from 1t;and whoſe 
Convyenticles;:compared with our Fer»ſa- 
lm, reſemble only the removed hurs of 
thoſe who live apart, becauſe they aic 
fick of che Plague, | 


I am 


 & Thi, * mt 

T irhi tot at a thaze, t6 (ee rieh ſo tems > © 
tious of contrary, Weihciphes in Religiongl --: 
for , tan's thougbrs beirig vaſt and ves": 
rious, he ſnatches at every offered ſug” - 
geſtion, and if by atcident he enters | 
any of theſe tnany, as a divine immith 
he thereafret thinks it were blaigl 
to bring thar thonghc ro the reſt obs , 
becauſe he hears char faith is Hal re” 
ſos ; or to relinquith ir, * the 3 
common ſuffrage of hiis Country runs ig 
counter,feeing he is catrghe vyeh by chem, 17% 
| thar che principles of belief muſt nor be -3 
choſen by*the Pole. © 

Atd ſeeing faith is above reaſtn;(albe- © 
it, &I ſaid formerly, ic would ſeem 05 
cherwife ) 1 wonder not to ſee even the 
beſt temper'd Chriſtians , think tha 
which is not their own religion co bg 
therefore ridiculotis. 

My deſign all alongſt cliis Diſcourſe # 
butcs at this one principle , that Spern* 
lations in Religion are not ſo neceſſary, and 
are more dang:rous then ſincere oralfice Te 
isin Religion as in Herauldry , che (im- 
pler the bearing be; it is 6 much-che pu- 
'rer and che ancienter. I will not ſay that + 
cir School-diſtiations are che impreſ- 

L frons 
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| fions of the devils clovenfoot ; but I may 
ſay, that our piety and principles ſcarce - 
ever grow after they begin to fork in 
Tuch dichotomices ; which, like Facob and 
Eſau , divide and jar as ſoon as they are 
born , and betwixt whom, the poor pro- 
zolicion , out of which both did ſpring, 
© _ tslike a malefator , moſt lamentably 
drag'd topieces. I have endeavoured to 
* demonſtrate, that dogmaticalneſs and pa- 
= ralyrick ſcepticiſme, are but che e4po- 
crypha of true Religion ; and 1 believe 
che one begets the other , as a toad. be- 
getsa cackatrice : For the Sceptick per- 
ceiving , thatthe magiſterial Dogmatiſt 
erres ( as theſe muſt erre ſomewhere 
who aflert roo much)evea in theſe things 
whereofhe afhrms, -heis as ſure as of 
any principle in Religion, ( which is 
. theirordinary ſtile) he finding our cheir 
error in one of their principles, is there» 
by emboldned to contravert all. This 
being the ſcope of this Eflay, I wiſhthat 
rheſe who read it would expound ir as 
Divines do parables, - Que non ſunt argu- 
mentativa ultra ſunm ſcopum. 


CHAP. 


CHnaPr. XXL 
The eAuthor eApology. 


Doubt uot but ſome willchink me no 
I leſs abſurd 1a writing againſt vanity, 
whilſtI am ſo vain my ſelf as to write 
Books, then the Philoſophers were judg= *Z 
ed of old, for denying motion whilſt their *' 
tongues mov'd in their cheeks; bur, to | 
theſe my anſwer ſhall be, that finding ma= .? 
ny groveling in cheir errors,I have,in this + 
Eflay, proffer'd them my aſſiſtance , not 
. toſhew my ſtrength but my compaſſion. The 
multirnde (which albeir ic hatch ever been 
allowed many heads,yet was never allow- 
ed any brains ) will doubtleſs accuſe my 
Studies of adultery, for hugging con» 
templations ſo excentrick tomy employ* 
menr'; to theſe my return is, that theſe 
papers are bur the pairings of my ogher _ 
Studies, and becauſe they were bur pai- , 
rings, I have flung them out /intorche 
ſtreets. 'I wrote them in my retirements 
when I wanted both books and employ- 3 
ment, and I reſolve thatthis ſhall be the * 
L 2 laſt 
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' _ laſtinroad] ſhallever make into forreign 
contemplarions. Fhere are fomerhonglis 
in this piece which. may ſeem co rebell a- 


gainſtche empireof the Schools; yet, }. 


who knows but my Watch goes right, al-, 
beit ir agree not with the publick Clock 
of the City, eſpecially where the ſun of 
Righteouſnek hath nor, by polnring 
clearly the dyal of Faith, ſhewed whic 
of the two are intheerror ? There are 
ſome expreffions in it, which cenſure may 
Force to fpeak orherwayes then they have 
in commiſſion;yet none of chem gat room * 
®.. in this Diſcourſe, untill chey firſt gavean 

| account of their delign ro a maſt pious 
" and learned Divine : and ſo, it may be 
rhe linesare of themſelves {treightzalbe- 
it they lye not paralled with each cen- 
ſirers crooked rule. As this Diſcourſe 
intends, for the Divines of our Church, 
all reſpeR; fo all that is in itz is moſt tree- 
Iy ſbbmicred co their ceoſure. 


Fhe Author intended thus Diſcourſe only 4s 
an in'reduttion to the Soicks: Morals , 
but probably , he will, for many years, 
ſhip here. 
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POSTCRIPT. 


% 


Y the Laws of this Country p, $34 
B and elſewhere, the Author mcans 


thar Religion which is ſetled by Laws73" = 

In other Expreſſions the Author . rQ+ 
commends himſelfro the gloſs ofthe, reay Þ 
ders charity. | 
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